Donna M. Merchant 
4549 Washburn Ave So 
Minneapolis, MN 55410 


April 7, 2 


Nancy Sherrill 

Genealogy Librarian 

Vigo County Public Library 
One Library Square 

Terre Haute IN 47807 


Dear Ms Sherrill: 


In 1990 I promised you copies of the Civil War letter of Lewellyn 

R. De La Mater. You kindly sent me burial records from the Old Town 
Graveyard in Petersburg, a chapter from the History of Pike County 
and the Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Indiana 1861- 
1865 Volume Il. 


I have finally gotten everything together and am sending the letters, 
along with some genealogical information on George E. Merchant, who 
also was killed during the War of the Rebellion, and Harvey N Merchant 
who survived the war - later marrying Ella Jane DeLaMater, sister of 
Lewellyn. 


I have included copies of the hand written letters. Some of the 
writing I could not decipher, but have left blank spaces - perhaps 
someone else can fill in the blanks. 


I hope that this information will help someone interested in genealogy 
or interested in the human interest side of the Civil War. 


Thank you for accepting this information. 


Sincerely, 


yi رر‎ 


Donna M. Merchant 


HARVEY N. MERCHANT 


Born: January 29, 1837 
Ashtabula County, Ohio 


By 1850 he was living in Petersburgh, Pike County, Indiana 


On July 31st, 1861 he enrolled for a three year period as a 
musician of the second class at Vincennes, Indiana. He was 
discharged, for not being a musician, at Sedalia, MO, December 
23rd, 1861. 


He enlisted again in Petersburgh, Indiana on February 22, 1862. 
He listed his birthplace as Ashtabula, Ohio, his occupation as 
Carpenter. His service papers list his eyes, blue, his hair, 
light, his complexion, light and his height as 5 foot 8 inches. 


During his time in the Army he rose to Sergeant, being frequently 
detached to the Division Commissary Department and serving in the 
Regimental Quarter Master Department. 


He was discharged at Barrancas, Florida on February 22, 1865 by 
reason of expiration of his term of service. 


He was engaged in actions at Vicksburg, the siege of Jackson. 


Married: April 17, 1865 
Ella Jane De La Mater 
By: William Graham, Pastor 
Asbury Charge Methodist Church 
Terre Haute, Indiana 
Record: Volume 3, Page 327 of Record of Marriages 
State of Indiana, County of Vigo 


Harvey was mentioned often in the letters of Lew R. De La Mater, 
written to his sister, Ella Jane. His brother, George E. Merchant, 
also served in the "War of the Rebellion". He was killed in action 
in Blakely, Alabama. 


These three men, all from Petersburg, Indiana, served their country 
well, two of them giving their lives. 


Harvey and Ella Jane moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota shortly 
after their marriage, where Harvey worked as a carpenter for the 
railroad. Later they moved to Portland, Oregon, probably as the 
railroad moved West, and continued as a carpenter for the railroad 
until his retirement. 


Both Harvey N. Merchant and Ella Jane De La Mater Merchant are 
buried in Portland, Oregon. 


GEORGE E. MERCHANT 


Born: 1840 


Brother of: Harvey N. Merchant 
Friend of: Lewellyn R. De La Mater 


Enrolled: Vincennes, Indiana July 31, 1861 

Served: Company H 24th Reg't Indiana 

Died: April 10, 1865 from wounds suffered during the Siege of Fort Blakely, Blakely, 
Alabama. 


From: The History of Pike and Dubois Counties 
Chicago - Goodspeed Bros., 1885 
Reprinted Evansville, In Unigraphic, Inc. 


"On the 19th of August, 1861, the regiment left Vincennes for the seat of war in Missouri, and 
was placed under command of Gen. Fremont, doing duty in the interior of the State until 
February, 1862, when it was ordered to reinforce the army under Gen. Grant, but did not arrive 
at Paducah until one day after the surrender of Fort Donelson. The regiment was with Grant at 
the bloody battle of Shiloh, in which Kasper Cohlhepp was killed and Thomas Bryant mortally 
wounded, including the gallant Maj. Gerber. On May 14, 1862, Maj. Spicely was made colonel 
of the regiment, Col. Hovey having been made brigadier-general. The regiment participated in 
the slow and laborious siege of Corinth under Halleck, until its evacuation in June, and was then 
transferred to Memphis; in July it was moved to Helena, Ark., where it remained during the fall 
and winter, doing guard and other duty. In the spring of 1863 it was placed in Hovey's division 
of the Thirteenth Corps of Grant's army; then actively engaged in the siege of Vicksburg. this 
regiment was with Grant in the celebrated march around Vicksburg, in the battles of Port Gibson 
and Champion Hills. In the desperate fighting at the latter place, Company H alone lost six men 
killed. During the siege the regiment was in the trenches from May 19 to July 4. 


After the capitulation the regiment was carried by water to New Orleans. In the fall of 1863, the 
regiment did duty at New Iberia, and later at Algiers near New Orleans, when on the Ist of 
January, 1864, the regiment "veteranized," and in a short time returned home on furlough. 
During the year 1864, the regiment did duty at various points in Louisiana, and while stationed 
at Morganza in December was consolidated with the Sixty-seventh, a new organization, but still 
retained the original name. In January, 1865, it was transferred to Barrancas, Fla. and there 
remained until the movement against Mobile was begun in April, under Gen. Canby. It took part 
in the battles near Blakely, and by assault was the first to plant its colors on the works of the 
enemy. After the defeat of the enemy the regiment was sent first to Selma, Ala., and thence 
transferred to Galveston, Tex. Here, July 16, it was reorganized as a battalion of five 
companies. the time of the older soldiers having expired they were mustered out of the service 


and sent home, and received a public reception at Indianapolis, August 4, 1865. The number 
® of men and officers returned was 310". 


LEWELLYN R. DE LA MATER 


Lewellyn R. De La Mater was born in 1842 or 1843. His father was Ralph De 
La Mater, who was born in Otsage, New York about 1809. Ralph died in 
Petersburg, Indiana between 1880 and 1887.  Lewellyn's mother was born 
Suzanna Zublin in Marietta Ohio. After Ralph's death she was left with children 
and later married S. H. Price. They lived in Washington, Indiana. 


Lewellyn R. De La Mater was born either in Muskingum County Ohio or, as his 
Regimental Descriptive Book states, in Pike County, Indiana. The Descriptive 
Book lists him as accepted for enlistment July 2, 1861. Age 18 years. He was 
5'4 3/4" in height, had a light complexion, dark eyes and dark hair. His 
occupation was listed as Printer. 


The letters he wrote were to his friend George (George E. Merchant) and to his 
sister Ella Jane De La Mater. Ella Jane was born March 15, 1841 in 
Newcomerstown, Ohio. She married Harvey N. Merchant on April 17, 1865. 
She died December 8, 1918 in Portland, Oregon. 


Lewellyn R. De La Mater was killed at Champion Hill on May 16, 1863. 


CIVIL WAR LETTERS 


e LEWELLYN R. DE LA MATER 


1861-1863 


Camp Vigo, Indiana 
June 14, 1861 


Friend George 


I arrived here Tuesday evening and have been in camp ever since. 
Like it tolerable well, don't know whether I can get in a Company 
or not - know one thing damd well - that is if I had any red I 
would start home damd quick and when I got there I would stay and 
not be fooled any longer. If we enlist we get one thousand dollars 
bounty, one bull pup, one gold watch, one bible, one or two decks 
of cards, one suit of clothes with brass buttons on and a black 
stripe down the leg of the trousers. The clap non-commissioned 
officers are entitled to the seven years itch (I don't think it's 
fair), one chunk of bread and gravy and a piece of fat meat, three 
times a day, one jug of Whiskey, provided we can steal it. they 
charge us 16 & 2/3 cents an oath for swearing (our Cap't being kind 
of a clever man, says we can have seven swears for a dollar, when 
we want to swear real bad. Most of the boys have sworn away three 
years wages already and are in debt to the Government considerable. 


Theodore looks down in the mouth. I'll be damned if I don't stay 
with them till they pass me home or take me in. Tell Rube I will 
write to him as soon as I get money enough to pay postage on a 
letter - this being the last three cent piece and I borrowed it 
from one of the boys. I was over to the college yesterday to see 


the gals. They will be home next Thursday. I will come with them 
provided * * * * k * k kk kk k k * #۸ * k *k k k k k k k k k k ٭‎ 


* Ck ck kk k kk kk ck kk kk kk kkk k kkk k kk kk چا‎ k k k kxk k k OK 
I have not time to tell you half I want to. Give my love to all 
the girls and boys. 


Write to me soon, if not immediately, I may not get it. Address 
your letter in care of Cap't Brooks, Box 661 (Six Hundred and Sixty 
One) Camp Vigo, Terre Haute, Ind. 

Believe me your true friend 

Lew R. DeLaMater 


P. S. The uniforms for the regiment has just arrived. The land 
and bounty are at the depot. Will be over in a few days. 


Lew 
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Winter Quarters near Bridge 
December 28, 1861 


Dear Sister, 


No doubt you have blamed me considerable for not writing to you 
before. this I have often thought I would do, but for several 
weeks past we have been more or less on the move, and when not on 
the move we were busy fixing up our camp. While here before, we 
worked several days cutting house logs and building our winter 
quarters, but were ordered to Sedalia before they could be 
finished. What we were ordered there for I can't say, nor don't 
believe anyone else can, for we only stayed a few days and done 
nothing but scout a little. One night one hundred of our boys and 
one hundred from the other Reg'ts of our Brigade went out, but 
could find no Secesh in any form. In their travels they came 
across a large mill that was grinding corn for Price & Co...Col. 
Garber and his brother-in-law went in and ordered the negro that 
was running the mill to shut off steam. As soon as this was done 
they, or somebody else, set fire to the mill, which soon burned 
down. They destroyed several other buildings amounting in all to 
$40,000 worth of property and started for home. On their way they 
were fired upon by a small party of Secesh, two of whom Col. Garber 
shot.  Gen'l Hovey run one around a fence and out into the woods 
and was heard to fire, but whether he killed him or not no one 
knows for certain, but he was heard to say to Col. G. that he did 
not think anyone would ever see him again, unless they took the 
pains to look out in the woods for him. Col. Garber's brother-in- 
law, Mr. Gavitt, got his horse shot during the skirmish. We stayed 
til last Saturday when it turned awful cold and snowed about a foot 
deep, making it very hard marching. It was the hardest march we 
have ever made and when we got here we had nothing to build a fire 
with, nor could we cut any wood as our axes were in the wagons 
which came up after midnight. We had no alternative but to turn 
in and burn our house logs or freeze. We preferred the former, and 
soon had a roaring fire. We had had nothing to eat since morning 
and were nearly starved, but it could not be helped, our provisions 
were with the wagons, so we had to suck our fingers and wait. 
Well, Christmas passed off as any other day would. George, Tom and 
a Dutchman by the name of Colhipp and myself thought in the evening 
we would go to the ball, which we heard was to be out in the 
country about four miles. When the shades of night came stealing 
over our camp, we armed ourselves with revolvers and started, but 
before starting we were joined by Hank Horner of Petersburgh. (I 
guess you don't know him), Col. Lipp was our guide as he had been 
there in the morning and had got an invitation. It had thawed all 
day and the road was about knee deep in mud and the ruts filled 
with water, of all the splashing, falling in mud holes, stumbling 
over logs, etc., that I ever heard of won't begin to compare with 
that trip. After a while we came to the "Picket" and were brought 
up the stern "Halt" of the sentinel, who informed us that it was 
about a mile further, and that a drunken crowd had been there and 
broken up the dance, and that the officer of the guard was going 
to send a "Patrol Party" up there to arrest all persons that came 


there. So we had our trip for nothing. If we had have gone it 
would have been a splendid joke on four Sergeants. For the orderly 
of Co. B., and several corporals of the same Co., were there a 
short time after and were arrested and one under arrest yet. And 
will no doubt be reduced to the ranks. 


I have not time to write more at present. 


Lew 


* $ O 
Mela of eard, Ke ES PET A دا‎ OA E 


P e r. ونيم‎ it e و اه سو ا‎ PELEA از‎ e 
e AS A ay eee A يوک کے مه کم‎ Pha 


AE P ARN E A :‏ ¿ کر Li‏ پوه ees‏ 2 سو 


Len Hit Laa) ene ےھ کے موو‎ 
Nigri: eI 25 E و کور‎ EL 


i ac ہے رم‎ - 


í 2 |‏ پا 

SC Ge cena REN a AT e ۱ 

7 tt ag, lts : 3 Aa سم‎ SN ٣ 

P. LU رت‎ SAEZ pce د‎ AM. ba d 
سے‎ L can Fey 22 000 کا ےو ہے سیت‎ KH ^ 2 | 


dus سام‎ DIDA ہے تج اد‎ A 


Y, HZ پر گم‎ hern Awori av ——— ٭ سے ےپ‎ 


d EE e ۱‏ کو کے کی وم 
E‏ یھ as aec LE cu‏ ۱ 
i Proa A Ami Ador Ue. i‏ 


7 1 ب‎ > a 
به‎ 77 s (d A d 3 e 5 y / 
* : LI 4 ES i ۰ y 2 


` ۱ م‎ TE Pato ہت‎ 


Ore, dens (mA ade Um 
pce رر‎ ER IB و ها‎ AMOR SM, ut ره‎ 

ce tel ETT pee > E en 
Se B Aare bed. T E Ad 
everett St مر‎ ÀÀ ٢ سر‎ eA t سوط‎ e ۰ک‎ Meer dE 
| SC : رع‎ t قد مو کے یں ہے ہے ہو یڑھے سے‎ 


پر TET‏ رص سر 


LE سر‎ 2 1 NA E? uA 


ea, LAG Dm DE |‏ دس پور سو pic A mer‏ وا 
| مر و در و Ke e SE SE $ ep penises‏ سو 2 و —L he e‏ 
E‏ 


| 
1 تي‎ ANTI AE 2 97^ مر‎ Ae a ار نال‎ be as نہ مل گے‎ EK ےر ا‎ Canti ec مهو‎ 
gor A E O ور‎ AM a le ER EE "ée 
nsu GAS — MS et ce : سے‎ 
| erage 
i 


EA d عه ہے جص ص ا وهن‎ j P. ورپ‎ erem E 


A. AP‏ توس 
“A‏ 
D" Pie PEA‏ : کے کت | AE "oi et‏ 
A ; | ctio rid Ps m XBR‏ تو زود ود A‏ 
A20 grr AOP Li GR AT‏ کے وکا زرو سے yr ee‏ 
SÉ‏ 
dug m. OEE Eus‏ مو (Peer Td‏ کے ESAS‏ :4 


barri Ll 00 Aer: AS di rm e SC 


n 
ak 
De 


1 
"| 
d 
| 
2 
| 
| 
| 


eseat ` عب ول سز‎ LA E er SA مي‎ 


/ 


Y e 


3 pa 
eh 
vue bed 
UE 
71 | ere D ۳ 
E رفس‎ 8 hos ——— PATA SLE 
سوب ار ا‎ ES Ze RA | 
E D SCOPI ea GF 3 CS | ; 


٦ pe (pL CAES E UC وسح سرح توصك‎ 


15 


QUOS" ہو‎ per un خر‎ Se e i e 0 


m | mE AA es M gap mn dee LEAS کس‎ 
All EE 
دو سا > ا‎ ^ 


7۷20 e Me. DOS د شو‎ E Zo NEE 


— 


(i s li addu. Latet ا‎ dd 


H 
2 | 
N He 


0 
9 


a y ۰ 1 : ١ ود‎ 5 : : 
1 1 f b d Seis اڅ ده‎ ESSA ۱ eo 
I 

1 

h 


D is ۰ D 
09 


inks t ES ای ا می‎ m ا‎ 


١ EPISC eh, ` CG m f e 5 1 T 4 ۰ WE اج‎ v M مالل‎ 

1 « Wäi ١ T 2 , 1 e 4 | 
11۹ w et E^ M : ١ ۷ سی‎ FN ۰ 8 : Y | 
| اسو "صمیشی. زور‎ SE 9 3 Ke لسا ئښ‎ 


v TE | D 


here ree مر‎ ae ¿ AO مص مودو‎ ~ I مہو سھے‎ 


on the; A. azert E CA. ا رمس‎ A | 
d صب‎ 2944-27 AOA سم ھ ے‎ BA i ہے‎ AA i tie Le ۱ 


“يد 


f امس‎ 


4 7 | 
نو لح نوي وخ A‏ ودس مد ولو رچ Š‏ ۰ .- ۰ فوا امک و شخ نم ee‏ ماھ ایس ,وره ميو 


حو ويي 


n es پس شم‎ arrr ۴ eee SS = 4 


> Gë وج‎ Preta 
| Ani Lo Lee, p A lps موم‎ ut CAD s. ہو ار‎ T 
11 وغو‎ alow Ta WA Vea o a perk A م‎ 
[ ce eet eee ېا‎ et a A ae LENA Lie 
۱ وځ چو ول کے ہے‎ “RS or وښ" سے‎ A IA et 
| zem و‎ ma - رم‎ PFA weere EA AR c v MEE e^ ۱ 
وص تحص و ےر ورا سے ےر سو سے و و‎ te ae TESEN 
lran orrea abt سح کک کر‎ eg سم‎ 
Za Lu fv ع‎ Aral ozer- ay 2-7 
A 
d Kë 2472 eee’: Arane- 3 همهو‎ ae Cin ہے تر‎ db ع‎ 
Ween e EA. p oe mE H 
Moe 1 doe 
i سع مر‎ > at, METIA oo Ee سم‎ EH ٩ 
fees FI و مس‎ e E Deg As Longe لمعيه‎ ger’ 


1 P. لم ۹۱۰م‎ S 


Hiss ET ls 1 Ku 
^u] Dk 1. d ` qu x 
Jo r ۱ ۹ 


d 


١ 
Pj 


Petersburgh, Indiana 
February 8, 1862 


Dear Sister Ell: 


You may be somewhat surprised to hear from me at my old home. I 
arrived here yesterday evening about four o'clock, found Harvey 
waiting for me. He was sound asleep when I got here but woke up 
in a jiffy when he found I had come. I got to Washington last 
Monday and could not get any way to come over till yesterday. I 
saw all the girls before I went to bed (or nearly all, I should 
have said) for I did not get to see Nan and Fannie S. till this 
afternoon. Nan, I found the same old chicken. The same "glad to 
see you" kind of look that always makes one think that he is a 
welcome visitor. Fannie played hide in the kitchen as she was 
washing dishes and did not want to be seen, but I got her out at 
last. Did not stay a great while, as I had a great many visits to 
make. Harvey is going back with me. I expect we will go by your 
place. 1 will go back in about ten days. Don't look for me too 
much for we do not know for certain whether we will go or not. It 
depends altogether upon Harvey's movements. If he goes I will, if 
he don't, I will go the other way as I will have company. I have 
just been writing Brother G.E.M. and have received a call from 
Annie L, Aunt Sallie and Fannie Stuckley. I received you letter 
a few days before I left camp. The furlough fever was raging when 
I left. There is quite a young Reg't of soldiers in this country. 
We talk of having Dress Parade some of these evenings. We have all 
got the scratches. I have been running with Thad and Frank Scales 
and have got the Missouri scratches and the Maryland "itch" mixed 
and it is about to settle on my gizzard. If it does, I shall apply 
an extension of my furlough. Us boys have rented a room to scratch 
in. Excuse short letter. As I do not find much time to write. 


Lew 


My love to all the folks - Lew 
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Fort Henry, Tennessee 
Confederate States of America 
March 3rd, 1862 


Dear Sister Ell: 


You no doubt think it very strange that I did not pay you a visit 
while at home. I could give you many reasons why I did not, had 
I time and space. So I will only give one and hope it will be 
sufficient. When I started home I thought I would go by Terre 
Haute, but changed my notion before I got to St Louis and thought 
I would wait till I started back and perhaps Harvey would go with 
me. But when I got home another difficulty presented itself. Our 
Regt' had moved to another part of the country, making Terre Haute 
many miles off my route, and as my furlough was nearly out I had 
not time to go that way, if I had been disposed to go that far out 
of my way. You must not think that I did not want to see you, for 
I would have spent the last cent I had to have went by Terre Haute, 
but my time would not permit. You could not have been more 
disappointed than I was, but can't be helped now. Though I would 
have gone to see you if I had known what I know now. My time 
expired three days before I got to the Regt', I found them at Fort 
Donelson. they got there two days after the ball broke - just in 
time to see them bury the Rebels. Our dead had all been buried. 


Dromgaule was among the prisoners. I wish I had been there to have 
seen him. There was several of the boys of the 52nd that come from 


Washington saw and talked to him. Gus is in Murfresboro or 
Nashville, so he said. the battlefield was a grand sight after 
everything had been removed. Every tree and bush was shot 


literally to pieces. I saw where Rebel and Union were buried side 
by side. A board with a few lines written on it and stuck at the 
head of the grave told what Regt', Company and for which side he 
fell. It is only twelve miles from this Fort to Fort Donelson. 
This is no Fort at all in comparison to Donelson. We may leave 
here in a few days. It is getting to dark I can't tell what I'm 
doing. 


Give my love to Ella, Leslie. 


George sends love to you and Mollie. Tell her she don't have to 
write. 


Lew De La Mater 
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Crumps Landing, Tennessee 
March 31st, 1862 
Confederate States of America 


Dear Sister, 


Your welcome letter of the 12th came to hand day before yesterday. 
It seems that Harvey's letter, written a day after mine, made the 
trip first. I don't see what's the matter. It takes letters a 
great while to go a little way it seems. Immediately on receipt 
of your letter I sat down and wrote to Uncle John. I don't know 
whether he will ever get it or not. I used to send him papers, but 
never heard from them. A day or two ago I received a long letter 
from Frank and one from Annie L. Frank has left home on account 
of a squabble him and Bill got into and is staying at the Drs. 
Well, so goes the world. It's no more than I expected to hear. 
The next thing I look for is a quarrel between Frank and Annie. 
But this I hope may never be the case, but I fear it will. I told 
them so before I left. Ann, I suppose, will soon be married, at 
least I hope so for her sake. I think Watkins will make her a good 
husband. All I have ever seen or heard of him is creditable to his 
character. Frank wants to go to Aunt Harriet's and I think if I 
can raise the money payday I will send him enough to go. If he 
goes there he can go to school and obtain a good education. 


We have such pleasant weather that I almost get the blues when I 
think that we are not at home to enjoy it. We are expecting to 
leave here soon for Corinth, Mississippi, where I think the Rebels 
will make a stand as they have about one hundred thousand men and 
are well fortified. I don't know whether the 24th will get a sight 
or not as there will be so many troops that half of them will not 
get in the fight, if there is one. Our force will be over one 
hundred thousand. If we take Corinth we will have possession of 
the Railroad leading to Memphis, which will be a great advantage 
to us. If Corinth is taken I think the Army will move towards 
Memphis immediately. If Memphis is taken I think there will be no 
difficulty in opening the Mississippi River to New Orleans. when 
this takes place we may look for better times. 


I expect you have got to see a live rebel by this time. I think 
we will send you a few more before long. You must take good care 
of them, for they will be in great demand after the war is over. 


Since we arrived at this place we have all been sick. George, 
Thad, Hi, Tom, Gip, myself and several others were all sick at one 
time, but the last few days have been so nice that we are all on 
our pins again. 


Perhaps you have heard before this that Gip Taylor is dead. He 
died in Evansville on his way home. Embree was with him. He took 
Sick the next day after he got to the Regt'. Poor fellow, his term 
of soldiering was short. 


George is waiting for his pen and I will have to quit and take a 


back seat. My love to Mollie, Aunt & Uncle. 
and bad writing and answer soon. 


Lew 


Excuse short letter 


سم 7 


a : ور‎ 
Pin کی روه‎ 1۳9 OE AD e ue A ILLAE e EAN 


e 


۰ : F RANET o 2 C (¿Sa 
۹ سے‎ 


> > er y e > ۹ 4 ی‎ Da 3 
REO E, l um M PE e T (eu, € Wertes. CB ہے‎ mg و‎ COO ARIES, 


D 7 5 
x6 See Ez a RUE ia Ld RAD ی‎ A a ` E A سی در‎ D 
POM MAD AA va eat e M uto zt مس مه‎ 
Ze UP . 
7 t IO O api KT LA IDO ج‎ UL ALIS 7 اح + حول‎ Pret صا ې ی م‎ e 
e A, - 


^d p^‏ » ہے 
nnt nm rn‏ کر و مت pu LE LPL MOLLE RÓS ditur p e et M had,‏ یر یو ND‏ 
ay y‏ ر 
x 2‏ 
"E 1 Y à P a Ge ۳‏ - 8 
MiP Pg ro.‏ ره y were? KE LR ‘ GOS E A‏ ر 4< CP «ry. r‏ 


v5 ZAS: es ` 7 
2 D^ AOE te Sa a G x IPE d "FEM ا ور خو دلو ورن‎ 
erte 12 m. Luv es oe LS ہی‎ et L کے کے ہد‎ cd COAL بیس‎ enn 
en d 


7 0 . Bé A jp و‎ GN y 2 
LUES l T و کا پر حم‎ EE exec Mot SLE e, tnn pm RUHK 
e 
Da ۰ tg 1 2 j 1 ۰ 
, : 7 سم‎ P 2 و‎ YN يو شا‎ os ا مر‎ 
eo y' ? d ی‎ y osos تا‎ os le. po Lo po LOL veau ۸۷ وز تس و‎ UC fie Lan, 
y ٨ 5 9 4 A ^ 
An lo EY چا کس و‎ AL ريع‎ a? ین سم جوا سے‎ | P d E (۰۰ a ER, SE, 


. 0 4 if 8 
e weet No ay و حر و مس مع ےپ‎ E. GE A ا‎ P Toe) RF, 


^ RP 5 : 
7 8 y 3 H ý m ے‎ E NP. 

el کس‎ E P LT» S e e ai mtu 4 1 کی اھ‎ 3 2 e Cs E ARS of 1 
م‎ ٠ 0 
; our 7 ET e y - ; e v. A, 

/ Of Lek KEN. POG Koc nlp ob ROR دارم‎ O E ر‎ uL Hn. ۶ 


7 اط‎ 
0, pled. Je e Ko ule e, 


Li ^ SAA 
"P ^s" vt Ce و‎ t vt, 
۰ *« 
Y of GFL. GAL AS 
سو‎ SC EE, 
CES سے‎ T. cot y و‎ 
. 
ot a W^ 
e a add en ao رهس‎ 
^ 
; 4 ntis e 
e 
ege M RE. می‎ II GUA 
we 8 
1 یہ با‎ rt 
i 
i 


tz At eT ومو‎ miht. 


D 


7 2 5 1 4 
EEN ca ASA A , | پس هر‎ ate سوه‎ zm, 


٢ 


A صصخت تبحس می د کک‎ gl 


fo PAIR ce e / 2 2,222 Ce و و‎ ce موم‎ rtr كفيس‎ , 


2278 EL 


ler 


AMI 


A pe OTe يوو« کي ۰ک‎ 


۲۳ ۳ Bin Me ی‎ Ze ام‎ E Mae c ا‎ Tras el? cua 
Liza ARO Za 1 AS A BES 2 doe 7 لا د‎ Ca 7۶ Le 
وير‎ EUN LA E Sé LA sige eect AZ m d 
P amer. fo. AN Kr GRY Ce Lee Zn-t9 Lucan M. MORE 
> 


7 A 
^ 


pa» E بور وو وب‎ ntt. هگ‎ Par ہے کے‎ ee بیو سی‎ Chee co Y s سلا‎ 


€ 
: سس‎ ——-- i وعم‎ 
p DL AAA X atm سے‎ Mt bd و‎ dt^ e 
7 


7 ^ ~ 5 e. "d n زی و‎ 2 
هر‎ e M iu Vue Le deet? او لو‎ T سر شر‎ E X ru 
: رک‎ 2 ii RA رد‎ 
Je. Op e AIRA- 23 Decem le gree LA Xi otii, fv. in ^ vini 5 Ye PEAD ase 
> A 3 ^ 

Ei » 2 O 2 PS e 
LÍO ار یس بے‎ ZG E EE enen wipe ph eg ble aide 2722 مار‎ d 
p 


گر تم یر wA‏ و SÉ Zr AA e‏ کاپ uz‏ 2 وج HE as, tu The coe‏ سه 


d 7 =p ^‏ — . ہے سے ٥‏ ےو مم 
P Ea Pf MP eae A Lov. pm Cx za JP‏ رم *w eet A rrr ec dn‏ 


VT 


SUE solhar e “Sy ۱ nm uc Gen. Pia BP A Bl tut le سو سم سي‎ 2 
A ey سے‎ rx 2^ y / په‎ : 
, وب پر‎ dÉ P "ur وسور‎ 2 0 Helden "er ipn D et Lef LAO 
کو‎ Con 


20 ier ov Actor” D oe aue E ¿An re 


feq Loo 1 e SE LAA ée ESA aro ee “Pt: s‏ مر 


AE 
Coa tt. 4 2 
LOM کے‎ FE ہے7‎ » 4 a et ed EET ^. Er 
EEI P بد‎ a 2p S 3 O A CO- Lt arrabal. er 7 ee Lad 
zë aD Be کے سير‎ 
FS e Da 4: FAT) Sto Au xt SS aay peas ات‎ | 4 td 77 یت‎ E 
D t 1 Déi? 
D d Is - - ۱ ۰ d M * , 2 kg ۴ ^ 
ad Ae umo A Aw CT en, Fe EE diuo سس‎ e or 
ave e ^ ۰ ۳ 7 Jt 
e , 2 € 5 A 
“Le yee fete el La: حم ہہ‎ Xo at WAR ۷۸۶۲ gaz ot P owe ex A Lm ga, 
۱ 


ps ET 


۱ 2 ۱ ۳ Lei لت‎ : , ۳ 
CH م حا وک‎ 4 TAD م سو‎ A ی‎ e egal e? d Air pra. 


3 


ےس کی ۰ 


sel CEP. 4 0 > "c RK » 
۱ 2 E ر ړو ووي ټس‎ ca Ll AP ےمحصو ری‎ Ted وړک وس‎ ew ہے سک‎ 


i 


Jae VC ک2‎ 1 SAA 27 یس‎ AA A fee hi. 


O ddr I cy cal A ALI T te. Zee. a “a 2» V euer we 
4 TA مهس کے‎ d Vua dine Za A E diy ctun ا ور‎ | 


f 


2 ر ا‎ et ae سس‎ EP ee DEA SS pA SS 221 


he‏ ا 


fe ic‏ لے ے2 Ee?‏ ۶ ه222 سه سے e‏ ہے مو v. d Lay Gs A‏ رصم 
کے Za aie», P c C pO uum 1 A rt Ale a ay‏ 


A 


2 SEH AD ۳ E d Ae BBO Ae گی موس تم سے‎ ESA 


AA cra VAL C رج‎ eI ر‎ D Gow ۱ a CAD 
Á em 


Y: و‎ O E سے‎ tp even E < ED لا و‎ et ett tmm, ^ jeu) | 
Pd 7 ' ۴ 
BI =e, € 1 
CU kr و عه سے‎ ec e. Ke e zc pr nt. “Ut CH و‎ e eh “a jp یس ی‎ ael P pt 7 1 


Pig: 


, $ p 

PLU deg GE, ael, pr e. Rr n "VW, 22 OP ^ 227 1 deal | 

cd: RARA 7 ro APS : roii) e UA C A E ی‎ oh / GH TC utt M a p AME | 
7 CR #7 e و‎ ye De ecu a t کے‎ Ape Lees. aem نز سے‎ 


P E 7 ‘ 
AOI came Ae Bebe د‎ (wA. .ce— Cee wep eeneg a. ا‎ BECH او ار‎ 


yi 

یسوی pe CPs LA‏ ہک ا و مو تسا سه مهم یھ او غو An BS s dr‏ 

Od ی‎ rudis age P Lem. SEH Ta a d Aer x EN مد‎ e. ape 
و‎ - ; 

"rero ی‎ P» dip AS MIB RON e کے مو ورک‎ ead eve Char 

AT 0‏ ہو سے eg‏ عم رمه n egt c win lath ap ths‏ کے سر ہے 


le 0 oP a ER ee y و‎ Lao کو‎ pA yv 


m‏ تم 
ur t‏ 
Cr A ms‏ 


(e pe Poo of Cer ee AAA AGA de IHAL td: و یرس شه كج سس پا رر جم‎ 


` "TA 
e 7 Un 7 ‘ d ا‎ Of 
C9 nem E ur AAA ار و ضر وا و‎ Ct. NOT, FP ure s et 
à i 72 ae d e 1 d » سر‎ 
Zv— we title ¿DITA ۱ Z هر‎ E CR. Eo e E, Ae نو‎ ۲ e ee موس )د‎ 27 
۰ rg 0 224 و نمی‎ * A 
Va LM ے۔‎ ee IO MZ poles AML oe CARE ا‎ AB 


SG T. وا مو‎ ۱ 2 r cert CL AL utm وس سي‎ x 2 


Rer 


U^,‏ هب 


Near Monterey, Tennessee, Comfred on Corinth Road 
May 25th, 1862 


Dear Sister Ell: 


Your ever welcome letter of the 12th came in last evening. You 
will see by the heading of this that we are still in the same old 
camp where I expect we will remain for some time to come. Except 
a few skirmishes everything remains on the outer lines as it was 
when I wrote before. The Army moves Division at a time and this 
way are gradually decreasing the distance between them and the 
"Shadow of the Valley of Death". The collision must soon come for 
but a mile or two only intervenes between them, but this we all 
thought weeks ago and thought too that the halt was made as our 
Army could not advance any farther unless by force. But it seems 
that the halt is not yet made. Nor is it likely to be until 
Beauregard "ceases to reign in the Kingdom of Corinth". * The 
advance is very slow but sure. Only one Division a day, and maybe 
only a few hundred yards at a time. Whenever a Division moves they 
have to drive the Rebel Division back and set their camp where the 
rebels had been. So you see it will not take a great while to 
bring the two armies together. When ours has advanced within 
striking distance, by Division, the whole Army will move together 
in solid column. To anyone that has experienced the horrors of 
war, the thought of the terrible battle about to come off is enough 
to make shudder. I have no anxiety to see again the scenes I saw 
at Pittsburgh Landing * on the 7th day of April. Few battles in 
this war have equalled that in hard fighting and loss of life. And 
the expected battle of Corinth, if they have the numbers reported, 
will not be far behind the long-to-be-remembered siege of 
Sevastipoole. General Halleck thinks Beauregard will do his utmost 
and if he loses this he loses all. If we can succeed in cutting 
off their supplies I do not think there will be any fighting done 
only by the common, but this is hardly probable, for they will do 
all in their power to prevent our troops from getting in their 
rear. If a fight does come off it is possible that our Division 
will not be called in the engagement - as we are the reserve and 
hold the road to the Landing. But I guess you have heard enough 
abut war. 


Will Watson was out here about a week ago and stayed three days. 
Not here neither, but at the Landing and out on the lines. He took 
the left Corinth Road and could not find our camp nor any one that 
knew where we were. I am very sorry I did not get to see him but 
he will be back in a short time and I hope he will have better 
luck. Hi Williams started home this morning on discharge. He has 
been very sick. One of Co. H was buried yesterday. We were paid 
off a few days ago and I will send you a dollar with pleasure and 
four more with it. I am happy to inform you that your dream about 
my chewing is just a dream and nothing more. I thought you knew 
I smoked a pipe before I left home. Gov. Morton was here some time 
ago looking after the welfare of the troops. Indiana soldiers 
ought to be and if they are like me they are, very thankful that 
our State has such a noble Governor. I do not think any State can 


y 


bring one to compare with them. I don't know what we would have 
done if old Kindricks had been elected. He has appointed two 
additional surgeons to every Indiana Regiment. Dr. Easey of 
Petersburg is one of ours. It seems to me that I have a faint 
recollection of Terre Haute dust. Was you ever out to the Camp 
Vigo Road and was you ever at camp? If you have not been you do 
not know much about dust. I would like to see a copy of the paper 
published by the literary society. Is it printed or written? If 
printed send me a copy. My thanks are due Miss and Mr : 


I have not fears that our army will not stand the heat of the 
South. I think we can stand it as long as they can. The days are 
fire hot and the nights uncomfortably cool. I got a letter from 
Fannie a few days ago. Will answer today. Love to all. 


Your Brother, 
Lew R. DeLaMater 


P. S. Enclosed find piece of poetry which speaks the sentiments 
of many a sister - L (This piece was not enclosed) 
* Beauregard evacuates Corinth May 30, 1862 


* Pittsburgh Landing - Shiloh 
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Union Station - thirteen miles from Memphis, Tennessee 
On the Memphis, Nashville and Louisville R. R. 
June 16, 1862 


Dear Sister Ell: 


I received your last while our Regt' was sojourning in the town of 
Bolivar, forty miles this side of Pittsburgh Landing. The town and 
surrounding country, and in fact all the country between here and 
Pittsburgh is extremely beautiful, but shows the marks of 
secession.Where the large fields of cotton used to grow, now waves 
the princely corn stalk. But the country looks desolate and almost 
forsaken, though not so much as in other parts of the state that 
we have been in. We received few cheers of welcome from the 
whites, but the darkies congregate in the fence corners and show 
demonstrations of joy that they find are not very well appreciated 
by the Yankees. They all expect that we have come in the country 
to free them, and no doubt look in every face to "Old Lincum". It 
is very doubtful whether we will go to Memphis or not. I hope we 
will. 


In two places on our march we were saluted with the old flag, while 
coming through Somerville we saw standing on the pavement in front 
of a fine large dwelling, a facsimile of the Goddess of Liberty 
waving aloft a welcome to us with the stars and stripes. Imagine 
our feelings. The first old flag we had seen in the state of 
Tennessee (except those of our soldiers) and our long pent up 
enthusiasm burst forth in loud cheers, that shook the very 
foundations of their dwellings, for the lady that had "the will to 
do - the soul to dare". Cheer after cheer rang from one end of the 
Regt' to the other till the column had passed, and it was then 
taken up by the 11th. The next place was a farm house. Two young 
ladies stood in the door and welcomed in the same style of the 
first. The Regt' was halted and the Band played them the Star 
Spangled Banner. They invited Col's Spicely and McGinnis in to 
partake of some wine and cake prepared for the occasion, after 
which we moved on and I, for one, felt as well as if we had just 
taken a long rest. The country is poorly watered and the weather 
being very hot and the roads dusty. We often wanted for it when 
it could not be had. At the end of our march I felt as if I had 
a sand bar in my craw and a gunboat had run aground on it. We are 
living high at the present. Plums in abundance. Milk, cornbread, 
ripe apples and many kinds of vegetables, in any quantity. We can 
buy everything but coffee, tea and salt. These articles they 
haven't had for several months. Salt sells for one dollar a pound 
and can't be got at that. Coffee and tea they cannot get. This 
shows what our blockade has done for them. The Rebel Jayhawkers 
went about two days ahead of us and destroyed all the cotton they 
could get at - and by so doing have made many friends for the 
Union. There is plenty of ladies in the towns of this country but 
they are all Secesh. While we were at Bolivar the leader of our 
band and several musicians from the 11th and the 24th were out on 
a serenading tour, accompanied by the Col's and Chaplains of the 
Brigade. They dropped a few tunes under the window of a young lady 


by the name of , whose father is Col. in the Rebel Army, 
and waited to see what effect it would have. A few minutes elapsed 
when a figure approached as in a deep act of drama and with 
uplifted finger "spoke unto them saying", "Yankee music has no 
charms for Southern blood". The curtain dropped and the amazed 
cake and chickens took up their line of march for camp, 
ruminating on their strange adventure. They have not been out 
serenading since. 


We were at Bolivar at the time of the navel engagement at Memphis 
and plainly felt the explosion of the rebel's gunboat - Genl' 
Bragg. It shook the earth like an earthquake. You need not give 
yourself any uneasiness about my depriving myself of anything. I 
have plenty. The health of the boys generally is better than it 
has been for a long time. I am sure I never was so healthy. 


We are anxiously waiting to hear from Richmond. If McClelland 
succeeds in taking that place, the rebel cause is hopeless. If he 
fails it will take a long time to make up what he loses. We have 
glorious news from Pope, Mitchell and Buell. They are pushing 
Beauregard close. 


There is a good may men in this country that was wounded in the 
battle of Shiloh. 


Direct to Memphis. 
Love to everybody 
Your Brother 


Lew R. De La Mater 
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Helena, Arkansas 
September 3, 1862 


Dear Sister Ell: 


It has been some time since I received your truly welcome epistle, 
I would have answered sooner but you know I have to serve Uncle Sam 
first. Just as I set down to answer, the order came "two days 
rations in haversacks and be ready to march in an hour", So 
writing utensils had to be lain aside and my implements of war 
gathered up. Dark found us aboard a Steamer bound for St Francis 
River. Three boats were in the expedition, and three companies of 
our Regt' and three of the 11th and three of the 5th Illinois 
Cavalry and two guns of the First Indiana Cavalry "seed tick" 
Battery. We were gone just one week - got back day before 
yesterday. Had a huge old time confiscating Secesh property and 
taking citizens for concealing arms and harboring guerrillas. We 
got sixteen, one of them a Captain that had drilled all the 
Companies that had left that region of the State. We got 
considerable cotton, a good many mules and horses, and some 
negroes, but after it is all summed up I don't think we made much 
money for the Government, but a good deal for old Curtis. I wish 
the administration knew of his doings, and I think he would get his 
shoulder straps heisted. If General had his dues he 
would stand in his shoes. I guess Gov't spies are on his track and 
will show him up in his true light before long. He is not fit to 
"command a corporal's squad". Indiana, I see, has made up her 
quota for the additional number of troops, which is more than any 
other State has done. “Indiana All Hail". At the end of this war 
the people of the United States will owe a deep debt of gratitude 
to Gov. Morton. Every soldier in this vast Army would sacrifice 


his life, fortune, anything for him. Let any man utter a word 
against him in this Regt' and I would not give a farthing for his 
life. Truly , has the Indiana boys a cause to be very, 


very thankful that they have a man to look after them that is a 
parent to us all. At the end of this war Indiana is bound to stand 
on the top most pinnacle of our countries glory. I would today 
rather follow Gen'l Wallace into battle than the greatest General 
our Country or any other country has ever produced. I am afraid 
Gov. Morton will keep him in Indiana to drill the raw regt's, or 
take them into Kentucky. If he does, look out Guerrillas. This 
easy way of handling is "played" with him. General Hovey, too, is 
gone and we are left without any General. I am afraid he will be 
consigned to some other command. I have to go to work on the Pay 
Rolls. Finish this evening. Well, here I am again - left George 
writing ditto, which he and I have been doing all day. I never was 
as tired of a word in my life as I am of ditto. If the Lord is 
willing and Uncle Sam don't issue other orders, I will be in 
Indiana before long. I am detailed on recruiting service - expect 


to start in a very short time. The boys from the 11th went 
yesterday. You asked who our Lt. Col. is. His name is Robert F. 
Borter and is a very fine young man. Is in Indianapolis on 


recruiting service. Col. G. V. Fitch is not our Col. He is Col. 
of the 46th Indiana. We are not in his Brigade now. Our Cols. 


name is Sp . We all thought him a splendid 
commander, and so he was at first, but he betrayed the confidence 
we placed in him and that on a night we expected to go into battle. 
We have a very easy time here now. Nearly every mess has a negro 
cook.  Negroes have been hired for Teamsters in our Division and 
all soldiers sent to their companies. There is plenty of niggers 
here but the tale that was raised that the soldiers were on half 
rations on account of them is absurd. Gen. Curtis gives them their 
free provender, (that is all that belongs to rebels) the Union men 
are generally poor and don't own any. I think Gen. Wallace's 
policy in regard to the nigger is the best I have heard of. He 
used to be a strong pro slavery man, now he says let us sustain the 
Union though we have to free every nigger. But is not in favor of 
that, only as a last resort. Well I must quit and go to work on 
the Pay Rolls again. Love to all the folks and to inquiring 
friends the best respect of 


Your Brother 


Lew R. De La Mater 
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Camp near Helena, Arks. 
March 3rd, 1863 


Dear Sister Ell: 


Your letter, received sometime ago, would have been answered 
promptly on its reception, had I been able to procure a U. S. 
stamp. And I would not be able to answer now were it not for the 
kindness of Harvey, who happened to have some on hand. Stamps in 
this Department are very scarce and cannot be procured for love or 
money. But am looking for an avalanche of them soon. I say God 
Speed the day for I cannot live without writing letters. Harvey 
has again been detailed to the Commissary Department. Lt. Jones 
is commissary and Theodore is in the same department and I suppose 
he will have a nice time. High water has at last run us out of our 
Winter Quarters. The Levy broke one night and we came very near 
being submerged. We are now in our old tents, camped high and dry 
providing there don't come an extraordinary raise. We have given 
up all hopes of ever going to Vicksburg, but perhaps it will be 
better for us to "take back seat". And, by the way, we have 
already done something towards the taking of that world renowned 
rebel stronghold, as they term the "Gibraltar of the Confederacy". 
It is this. Perhaps you have heard through the papers something 
about Yazoo Pass. I will tell you something about it in order that 
you may more fully understand how we expect to help take Vicksburg 
by clearing it out so that boats can run through. The Yazoo River 
empties into the Mississippi about twelve miles above Vicksburg and 
heads away up near the Mississippi and Tennessee Line, 
Tallahatchie and Coldwater Rivers form its head and Coldwater runs 
within about thirty miles of Helena, six miles below here is a Lake 
(Moon Lake) which has been connected with the Mississippi by 
cutting a pass some two hundred yards so that boats have easy 
ingress and egress to and from the lake. Down this lake, about ten 
miles, is the Old Yazoo Pass which connects Moon Lake with 
Coldwater River. So you see we can leave here with a force, go 
through by the route I have described to Coldwater, thence in 
Tallahatchie and to the Yazoo River, which by its winding, brings 
us directly in the rear of Vicksburg, where a force can be landed 
on dry ground, a thing that cannot be accomplished by any other 
route, owing to the large swamps between the Mississippi and the 
desired point. The work on the pass had been going on a long time 
when we got orders to pack up our duds and assist in the work. We 
soon reached our destination and went to work. The pass is about 
as wide as a common steamboat and the overhang.............. eere 
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Se Camp of the 24th Indiana 
SE Near Helena, Arkansas 

1 $ March 28th, 1863 

2 Dear Sister Ell: 


Your last came to hand several days ago, but owing to our having 
to drill twice a day and being out of "News Items" and having a 
strong attack of the Lizard Fever or Laziness, I have been waiting 
for a steamboat to sink, or a skirmish to take place or till the 
rebel cavalry makes a dash on Helena or for something, anything to 
happen that will make an item and break this dull monotony that 
hangs over Helena and its surrounding camps. We had, for a change 
of Programme today, a big Brigade Drill. Gen. McGinnis (formerly 
Col. of the 11th Indiana and lately promoted) drilled us. He is 
a number one officer as regards military instruction and knowing 
how to treat his men. Gen. Hovey has gone up the river on business 
for the Government. Since he left he has sent a great many light 
draught boats to this place which indicated that part of his 
business is to impress boats to run through Yazoo Pass, and by the 
way I will send you a letter written by a man that "went through 
and saw the Elephant". I do not know whither it will tally with 
mine or not, especially the 
other. However, it makes no particular difference, but he may be 
correct as I only guessed at mine. The expedition has gone down 
considerable distance since the letter was written and have met 
very strong opposition at Greenwood at the mouth of the 
o Tallahatchie River, and the papers this morning report the 
expedition coming back on account of an other route being made to 
Yazoo River where they will meet with no opposition to a force 
going direct to Haynes Bluff, which if taken, will be a heavy blow 
struck towards taking Vicksburg. I don't know what is going to 
become of us. For my part I expect to die with the blues if we lay 
still much longer. Everyone in our Army seems in good spirits and 
we all entertain a favorable opinion of the prospects for the 
success of our Army before Vicksburg and at  Murfresboro. 
Rosecrans, in my opinion, will soon astonish the Natives by a 
brilliant victory and Grant has too large a force to be defeated 
except by an evacuation, which the present high stage of water 
keeps him from preventing as he cannot find dry ground enough about 
Vicksburg to land a force on, except at Haynes Bluff, which will 
have to be taken by way of Yazoo River. I suppose you have long 
since heard that two of Farragut's fleet had arrived at the mouth 
of the canal opposite Vicksburg. There is a rumor in camp which 
was brought up the river today by the steamer Southwester, that 
five of Farragut's fleet were sunk while trying to follow the 
example of the two that reached Vicksburg. We believe as much of 
it as we want to and pass it by. 


Lunt Jones has been relieved of the Commissary Depot, and will come 
back to the Company. I do not know whether Harvey and Thad will 
or not. I got a letter from Harvey Rogers the other day and from 
the tone of it I think he is afflicted with the blues, like myself, 
0 from a desire to do something. We were paid off yesterday and I 


drew thirty-seven dollars and didn't have it that many minutes, but 
paid my debts and came out broke. We expect to get two months more 
pay next week and I think, with the assistance of that I will get 
square with the world and keep so. 


Annie L and I have quit entirely. A quarrel was brought about by 
my mentioning the traitorous proceedings of our State Legislature. 
She couldn't take the dose so we quit - with even agreeing to 
disagree. A short time ago I set down and wrote to 


"Blue of the last few and it 

Soon after writing I got the news of the death of Gus. I suppose 
he was buried at Murfresboro. Poor Gus, I had hoped that in my 
travels through the Confederacy I might someday get to Murfresboro 
and see him. 


Capt' Bottoms wife is here. She is staying at the house of a 
Secesh widow, a short distance from our camp. There is several 
officers wives staying there, and they seem to enjoy themselves 
hugely, as wine parties are the rage in that quarter just now. 
Nearly every evening I see Mrs. Bottoms and the widow's daughter 
(rank rebel) walking arm in arm up and down the piazza of the 
widow's mansion, and I often think that she would think such 
conduct awful if she was to see it at home. 


Well, it is long after taps and I have been transgressing the rules 
of "Uncle Samuel" by setting up and keeping a light burning so Good 
Night. 


As ever your affectionate brother 


Lew R. De La Mater 
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Dawson's Plantation, Louisiana 
April 21st, 1863 


Dear Sister Ell: 


You will no doubt be somewhat surprised to receive a letter from 
me written from Louisiana. Still there is nothing very marvelous 


or wonderful about it. Our long looked and hoped for "Marching 
Orders" came at last and on the we embarked and 
left Helena and after a day or two of we arrived 
at Millikins Point which is about twenty five miles 
above Vicksburg, and after twenty 

start march the country to 
a little town call about twenty five miles below 
Vicksburg and we are this far on our way, but perhaps you would 
like to know how far it - well it is eighteen miles. We left 
everything we could not carry at Millikins Point and as a matter 
of course we tolerable 7 
especially when it rains, which is a very frequent occurrence as 
is always the case when we are without tents. Our 


be surrounded. 
Perhaps you have heard that seven of our gunboats and three 
transports ran the blockade a few nights ago. One of the 
transports was sunk - the rest escaped uninjured. The transports 
that got through are engaged in ferrying the troops that are ahead 
of us across a bayou which runs below Carthage and the boats come 
up the point at which we have to cross. Well, Dear sister, I wish 
you could see this splendid country, indeed you would wonder why 
a people surrounded with all the luxuries and comforts of life and 
everything that should make man happy could, without any cause 
whatever, give up their happiness and exile themselves from their 
prosperous homes in order to gratify the desires of a few despotic 
traitors. The plantation on which our Division is camped is in 
itself a Paradise and although deserted, it plainly shows that 
plenty and pleasure once revelled here without restraint. Mark the 
contrast now. A large army lays on the broad fields which 
now the recipients of vast piles of Commissary Stores and 
ammunition. The large and comfortable dwelling on whose shaded 
porches, two years ago, sat the lord of the manor, exultingly 
surveying his broad fields, which were to bring him wealth untold 
without other labor then hoarding it away, is now piled the baggage 
and traveling equipage of General A. P. Hovey and Staff, and under 
the towering shade trees in front, Orderlies and body guard laze 
away hour after hour, while their horses, picketed in the paradise 
of a garden filled with flowers of every country and clime, feast 
on the corn from their granaries. Our Ambulance Corps pitched 
their tents and picket their horses in the large grove which has 
been fitted up exclusively for pleasure and protection from the 
scorching rays of a Southern Sun. Proof still exists that some 
sporting character once controlled affairs at the Dawson Mansion. 
The Dog Kennels, huge piles of wine bottles, the pairs of deer and 
elk horns and relics of many a hunt all bear evidence of this. 
This is as near as I can describe to you a Southern Plantation and 
the and when they return to their homes they will 


fully realize the misery their own folly has brought upon then. 
Well, enough on this subject and now something about war. Every 
night we hear the thundering of the iron dogs at Vicksburg, which 
belch forth their venom at some poor, insignificant raft or coal 
barge which the boys have set afloat in order to hear how much 
noise they can make, cannonading is often heard in the direction 
of Carthage, which is no doubt some of Gen. boys 
shelling some old house or barn to see what they can scare out. 


We expect to leave here tomorrow. We move ahead, but how far I 
cannot say. If the rebs don't get me at Vicksburg or Port Hudson, 
you will hear from me again soon. 


As ever your brother 


Lew R. De La Mater 
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Richland Plantation, Louisiana on Roundabout Bayou 
April 22nd, 1863 


Well, sister Ell: 


Here I am again. I did not get a chance to send my letter off so 
I thought as we had come to a halt, I would add a few lines. 
According to expectation we moved the next morning, but only a few 
miles. It takes us a great while to move a little ways as the 
roads are very bad and our teams heavily loaded and as we have only 
five teams to the Reg't. they cannot haul much provision, and 
consequently we have to lay up a day or two every time we stop so 
that they can go back and get rations. We have had no meat for 
several days except what we forage as we go, but we look for some 
tonight when the train comes up. 


George killed a little pig last night and we went down to the negro 
quarter and got an oven and baked it, and today we are living fine. 
Yesterday we passed the place where General Osterhaus' Division is 
crossing the Bayou. They have been at it some three days and are 
not all over yet. Only one boat was engaged in ferrying them 
across and it is very slow work. We will have to wait here until 
our Pioneer Corps. build a pontoon bridge for us to cross on. We 
will be apt to get to the Mississippi River below Carthage, and if 
transports enough can be got past Vicksburg, the whole of 
McLernands Corps (the 13th) may go up Big Black River to the rear 
of Vicksburg and destroy the bridges and thereby cut off their 
supplies. It is rumored that several more gunboats and transports 
ran the blockade last night. I don't know how true it is but I do 
know that last night about twelve o'clock there was a "mighty 
thundering" up about Vicksburg. We got a mail from Hoosier today 
but it contained nothing for me. Well, I will have to quit as the 
sutler starts back to the Bend in the morning and George is waiting 
to take him my letter. Harvey is at Carthage. Good Bye. 


Lew R. De La Mater 


P. S. Direct to Millikens Bend, Louisiana 


Camp of the 24th Indiana near Willow Springs, Mississippi and 
twenty-six miles from Vicksburg 
May 7th, 1863 


Dear Sister Ell: 


I told you in my letter from Dawson's Plantation, La., that I would 
write again soon if the Rebs didn't get my scalp. Well, as they 
didn't get it, and as your letter came in last evening I concluded 
to answer while we were taking a few hours rest. Since I last 
wrote we have seen as many as two Elephants, and are looking for 
another one soon. You have no doubt heard before this all about 
the battle at "Magnolia Hill" so I will not say more about it. 
After we left Dawson we kept working along slowly towards the 
Mississippi River which, after many delays, on account of the 
pontoons, we finally reached and embarked on the transports that 
ran the blockade, and a lot of old barges, and set off down the 
River, landing at Hard Times Landing in sight of the rebel 
batteries at Grand Gulf. We got there just at daylight and about 
eight or nine o'clock the gunboats commenced bombarding the 
Batteries. It was a grand sight. I have often heard of the 
bravery and daring of the Mississippi Squadron, but I am confident 
that no fiat or act of daring has ever been performed by our Navy 
that will near compare with the bravery shown by our boats in the 
Bombardment of Grand Gulf. The Benton was at one time within 
twenty feet of the bank, so close that the rebel batteries could 
not lower their guns enough to bear on her. She ran aground and 
lay for a long time in that position. The Tuscumbia followed in 
the wake of the Benton and they both ran up and down past the 
Batteries giving them broadside after broadside. The monster 
Lafayette lay off a long distance and probably damaged the 

more at long range that the other boats did at short 
range. Finding they could not discount the guns of the upper 
batteries the whole fleet passed down by then to the lower 
batteries, where they thundered away for three or four hours, and 
after bombarded the whole line of fortifications for six hours and 
dismounting all the guns but three, they withdrew and came up to 
Hard Times, where we still lay. The Tuscumbia remained below the 
batteries, having been slightly injured. We disembarked and 
marched down below Grand Gulf, it being impossible for us to land 
above on the side the rebels were, so we had to go below and cross 
over. That night the transports ran by the batteries while the 
gunboats engaged the batteries. 


THIS LETTER IS INCOMPLETE 


This is the last letter from Lew R. DeLaMater. He was killed in 
the battle of Champion's Hill on May 16, 1863. 
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A little bundle of time-worn Civil 5 


War letters and other family cor- 
respondence carefully tied with a 
narrow red ribbon by their late 
owner, Grandmother Higgins, were 
loaned to me by her grandson, Fran- 
cis M. Lowe, RR 11, West Terre 
Haute. 

The carliest was dated Nov. 6, 1862, 
and was written by Clark Higgins to 
his father, Absolom Higgins, from 
¡Camp Morton, Indianapolis. Written 
¡in the usual style of that day, the gist 
of the letter was that he was well, 
that “Uncle Sam has a job for me this 
winter and he tells me I must shoul- 
der arms and order arms and right 
shoulder shift arms, etc." He re- 
ported that “we have plenty of pork 
and beans and baker's bread." 

The next letter was dated Nov. 16, 
and told his father he had drawn $35 
and wished his father could come and 
get it before it was stolen. There was 
good preaching in the camp, and 
postage stamps were very high. Let- 
ters were to be directed to hlm in 
care of Capt. Smith, 16th Regiment, 
Indiana Volunteers, Company I. 

Jn the Nov. 21 letter, he told his. 
parents, Absalom and Cinthy Higgins, 


officer would let him stay on the boat 
he would not go to the fight... when 
we carne back I was told that he was 
dead and I could not believe it until I 
was called upon to help bury him...” 
White continued, “I done my duty 
in his behalf, and we went to the boat 
and got his remains. We done the best 
we could. We made a coffin out of 
boards and it was very nice when we 
got it done. We put him in it with 
clean clothes on and he was very 
' natural. Then we closed the lid and 
four of us carried him to his grave. 
His grave was dug in a dry place by 
the side of the bay at Napolen" ... 
and here the letter became illegible. 
One of the longest letters on the 
colorful military letterhead paper 


which was folded to form the en- ` 


velope, was written by a soldier to 
Mr. Higgins from a camp at the back 
‘of Vicksburg, Miss., on July 8, 1663. It 
told of the marching and the six 
battles the soldier had fought in — 
Grand Gulf, Magnolia Hills, Port 


Gibson, Raymond, the battle near . 


Jackson, Miss., Champion Hills, Big 
Black river bridge and “a big battle 
it was, but we gained the battle and 
{cok the breastworks and 4,000 pris- 
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By Dorothy Clark 


that the scuttlebutt was that the men 
would “march away from this place 
(Camp Morton) in a day or two." 

On Dec. 6, Clark Higgins was in 
Memphis, Tenn. It took three days to 
reach Memphis from Indianapolis, 
and they went in camp one mile from 
the town, then moving below the town 
two miles on a former battle ground. 

To prove he still had a sense of 
humor, he joked about the lice. 
“When we came down on the boat, we 
got some of the animals I call 
greybacks, Some is very small, some 
is very large, and they bite like the 
devil. I scratch on one side and then 
on the other. Some has tceth like 
hogs; some of them is so old they 
have lost their front teeth. 

“I think some of the greybacks 
have been in the Secesh Army,” he 


oners aud all their artillery they had 


in the fort. The dead lay thick on both 
sides of the field.” 

The letter went on to say, “then it 
took us three days to drive them into 
forts at Vicksburg, at last we drove 
them in and oa the second day we 
charged their forts, but we were 
repulsed and lost 1,500 men in all 
killed and wounded and taken pris- 
oner and dead lay on the field for four 
days and nights.” We sent in a flag of 
truce and the South sent one, but 
neither one could bend until the hot 
sun brought on a drastic situation. 

The letter-writer told how “there 
was one man that I shall never forget. 
He lay on the battlefield all that time 
without water or anything to eat wiih 
his leg broken by a cannon ball. When 
we found him he was still alive but 
could not speak a word. His leg had 


swelled so that it had burst his pants 


and was fly-blown. We sent him to the 
hospital.... It was impossible to han- 
dle the rest of them. We had to dig 
trenches and shove them in. It was 
impossible to handle them for the 
meat would fall from their bones and 
they were covered with fly blows,” 
The letter writer went on to say, “J 


NON 


de Rios | Wher E - 


stories © 
death, spirit, ` . 


H 45 JUN i 7 1978 ^ 


تج 


sW. 


said, “they are well drilled. Some of 
them has on uniforms to drill in.” ` 
According to Higgins, "we have 
nine kinds of lice and the seven year's 
itch, so you may have some idea of : 
our times in camp. We live on fat. 
meat and crackers and coffee and I 
expect that we will have to live on 
worse before we git home if we live to 
git home," : 
Shortly after this letter, a fellow 
soldier had the sad duty to inform the ` 
mother of Clark Higgins of his death. 
John T. White wrote, “when we 
started to the battle field on the 
morning of Jan. 11, I saw Clark before 
I left and he looked very bad in the 
face and I spoke to him and 1 asked 
him if he was sick. He said that he 
was very sick, and I asked him if he 
was going with us, and he said if the 


wish this cruel war was over and my 
lonely soul at home with those I 
love." Man's inhumanity to man was 
never more apparent than in many of 
the Civil War battles. 

A detailed account of the siege at 
Vicksburg was included in the letter. 
It must have been of great interest to 
Mr. Higgins to learn what his son, 
Clark, had not lived to endure. The 
life of a private soldier was a night- 
mare with rough days of marching, 
hard physical labor, the many battles 
and skirmishes, and the adverse liy- 
ing conditions in the entrenchments 
outside Vicksburg waiting for the 
Rebels to surrender that hot July, 
1863. 
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By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


Letters, diaries and other family records are important and interesting bits 
of history as well as being cherished family keepsakes. Just such a collection was 
loaned to me by Joe Art, 1311 South 11th St. 


_ From them I learned that his 
Union Army as did two of the sons, Wm. 
A younger son John was the grandfather 


great-grandfather, Wm. E. Art, fought in the 
T. Art (Billy) and James Mellroy Art. 
of young Joe Art. 


Wm. E. Art was born in Flemming, Kentucky, in 1824, and at the time of 


his enlistment in 1862 was 41 years of a 
Regiment Indiana Infantry for three 


years. 


ge. He served in Company C of the 85th 


. His son James served with Company G of the 43rd Indiana, died of chronic 
diarrhea on June 1, 1863 in Helena, Arkansas and was buried there. 
Letters from young Billy Art to his parents dated 1864 were mailed from 


army locations in Cleveland and Nashville, Tenn. 


They reported him well and 


hearty and sending money home. His company and regiment were not. included. 


In October, 1862. Corp. Wm. 
E. Art was stalioned in a 
camp near Lexington, Ky. In 
a leiter to his 
wife. Mary A., — 
he told of a p” 1 
mishap a fler 
leaving Fal- 
mouth. “I was 
directed by 
Lieut. Harbert | 
to go with a 
wagon as a 
more easy po- 
sition than 
marching in the 
ranks and go- 
ing up along 
a rocky hill I was chalking up 
the wheel and my fore finger 
on my right hand was caught 
under the wheel and badly 
mashed ... The day we start- 
ed from Falmouth we had 
dust almost to suffocation. 

The second day was cloudy! 
with an occasional drizzle of 
rain until in the night when 
snow fell to the depth of 4 or. 
5 inches . . . Paris is a very 
pretty town in a 7 
country and Kensington is an 
ugly dirty town in a beautiful 
country. We don’t know where 
we will go next. There is no 
enemy in Kentucky and if we 
go lo hunt one we will have to 
go out of this stale... ٭.‎ 

In August, 1863, Corporal 
Art wrole to his wife from 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. ۰۰ We 
are still at this place sweating 
and freezing . . . there was an 
inspection yesterday to sen 
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which brigade should be sent 
to the front. and report says 
we are to stay here. They are 
going lo send the largest bri- 
gade in the division and we are 
about the smallest , , mm 


Traded Brass Medals 


In describing the inhabitants 
of that section of Tennessee, 
Corporal Art stated that they 
were the **most ignorant set T 
ever saw. There is not more 
than half of them can tell a 
25 cent scrip from a 5 cent one 
both being one color and a ten 
from a fifty. Some of the boys 
drive quite a trade in this way 


and they pass brass medals of | 
' Indiana group. 


the size of five dollars for gold 
and broken bank money.” 
According to the family. 

veleran Wm. E. Art owned 


land northwest of Terre Haute 
which he traded for land on 
the Old Paris Road on the 
county line, land originally be- 


longiriffstoó: the Rippetoe fam- 

ily, WAR is buried in Pis- 

gah 8: near the Green 
LN 


Valley Mine. We was a 
preacher then nnd helped es- 
tablish that church. He be- 
longed to the Illinois church 
group, however, instead of the 


Continued on Page 11, Col. 5. 


Dorothy Clark 


Continued From Page 4. 


In one of Rev. Art's letters 


home to his wife he tells her | 


that this. war 


will have lo | 


end before long if they keep | 


on as they have heen for the 


last two months. One side or 
the other will have ها‎ ٠ 
cumb. If they (the Rebs) are 
losing men like we are they 
must have a great many 
more than {they were sup- 
posed to have or the last dog 


Chattahoochie river . . . E still 
try to hope for the best but 


١ God only knows. Our sins as a 


| nation before him must have 


been dark indeed for the pun 
ishment has been awful and 
what is to come yet no morta] 
can tell. What rivers of blood 
have been poured out and still 
it flows like water. To me it 
talks of mangled limbs and, 
dying groans and widow's 
tears and orphan’s moans. 
Well. T will close. Children ! 
want vou to be good and kind 
to vour Mother. (signed) Your 
husband, Wm. E. Art. 

The Chaplain of the 43rd 
Regiment sent explicit in 
structions how to find the 
erave of James M. Art. The 
43rd buried their dead in ۴ 
rear of whal was known as 
the General Hindman house on 
a hil in Helena, Arkansas. 
They were told to go up the 
hill on the road that runs he- 
tween this house and the Cath- 
0116 nunnery and thc first 


zraveyard on the points lo the 
left of the road was the spot. 


A hoard was placed at the 
head of the grave with the 
name and company on it. A 
large stake was driven in the 
corner of the grave at the head 
and a bottle with his army 


record inside was buried at his 
feet in the corner of the 
grave, His "trinkels" were 
boxed up and sent home bv 
express, and his journey from 
| a farm in Vigo County, Indi 
ana to a hill in Arkansas was 
done. 
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Illinois 30th Volunteers E 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


The Civil War diary of his grandfather Franklin Z. Winters was loaned to me 
by Rogers Winters, of 2235 N. 11th St. 

In the latter part of June, 1862, Franklin Z. Winters acquired two notebooks 
in a store in LaGrange, Tenn. while encamped there. One was used to record ٠ 
teresting events which transpired between that time and the Britton Lane fight. at 
which time 1 lost the book.” Winters had better luck with the second journal. He 
pencilled in a few items from memory and continued his entries through the war 
until June 29, 1865, nearlv four years of travel and soldiering. 

"On 12th day of Aug., 1861, we organized a company at Robinson, Crawford 
county, Illinois, electing Thomas G. Markley, Captain; Michael Langton, 1st Lieut.; 
and Geo. LeGordon, 2nd Lieut. 4 

“On 20th day of Aug., 1861, we started for Camp Butler and. were sworn in 
U.S. service on 27th for term of three yehrs. I was there elected cprporal . . . regi- 
ment organized and on 30th we left for Obiro.” Company D numbered 86 men in 
the 30th Regt. commanded by Col. P. B. Foulk of 850 men. Serië تل‎ 

On the 6th of November, the 22nd, 27th and 31st Hlinois and the 7th Towa 
(2,850 men) embarked on steamers with 1 aylor's Battery, small; detachment of cav- 
alry with two gunboats, the Tyler and Lexington. ` z 

Next day they landed three 
miles above Columbus on the d 
Missouri side of the Missis- 
sippi River and took up a line ۲ 
of march down Fort Donelson and its gar- ! 
river. This land "MI rison. With the 31st Ill., the * 
force was under JO? regiment remained in Dover ' 
General Grant. ۷ until April 21 when they were : 
In the Battle ١ removed to Pittsburgh Land- ۱ 
of Belmont, the | ing and put in Logan's Brig- 
30th Regt. lost ۷۲ ade. Corporal Winters was ill 
10 killed, 28 M 1 in the hospital and left be- 
` WIN hind. After a short furlough 
wounded. Com ۱ A 
pany D lost Ma- he returned to the regiment 
ior Thomas Me«» in May 1862. 
pu A detailed map ! 
Clerkin and d ap Is necessary 
, . to follow the movements of 
ع‎ iu. E cule و‎ 30th 11. from Aptil on. 
E لف‎ i à ey marched to Corinth, 
six wounded. Miss., Purdy, Bolivar, on the 


On their return to Cairo, they 5 
erected new barracks and Mobile & Ohio Railroad where 
went to winter quarters on they took the cars to Jack- 
Dec. 6th. Continued On Page 8, Col. 6. 


The hardships of the winter 
of 1861 began with the "Ky. ; 
March" or “Hay Scout," 12 
days of marching through the تا‎ 0 4 2 
mud and the severe cold over 
rough, hilly country. This 
toughened up ‘the hardy men 
and killed off or ruined the 
health of the weaker ones. 

A few weeks later the 
winter campaign began again 
when the regiment left for 
Fort Henry. After its capture, 
marching orders were re- 
ceived tn proceed against 
rebel Fort Donelson on the 
Cumberland River. The 30th 
111. Regt. was in the worst 
of the battle (rom 586 
to end. Their flag was the 
first flown over the court- 
house of Dover. and theirs 
was the first U.S. flag over 


(c. EO 


| did not fire a gun, 


Dorothy Clark ` 


Continued From Page 4۰ — 


‘son, Tenn., next to Browns- 
ville in wagons. Near this 
place occurred the Battle of 
Britton Lane, a bloody 
battle against rebel cavairy 
forces. Reinforced the next 
morning, they marched on to 
relieve the 18th 111. and “spent 
the day procuring pork and 
sweet potatoes and making 
ourselves comfortable. 

On Nov. 15, 1862, they were 
relieved by the 23rd Indiana 
and went foraging filling di 
wagons with corn and 
der. Thev built. a mud x 


stick chimney tô their A 


also 
Christmas in Camp 

In December in Holly 
Snrinos. Abhevville. Miss.. on 
the Tallahatchee River 6 
Oxford. Miss.. the men were 
allowed. fresh meat if thev 
so Col. 
Winter killed a hog with his 
hatchet, 


snent on the bare camp 
sround — no tents — next 
morning his hreakfast can- 
٧. a nint of coffee 
boiled in a tin cun, some 


| hard crackers and cold boiled 


heef from his knapsack. 
Christmas dinner was the 
same with the exception of 
tea instead of coffee and an 
addition of parched corn. 


A few days later about 100 
men of this brieade went out 
on scout mounted on mules 
and artillery horses. The 
chaplain led the van as ۰ء‎ 
AMosether thev rounded un 
75 hend of cattle and as manv 
sheen and drove them hack 
into camp safelv. “This was 
a good joke on the Chaplain, 
stealing sheep on the Sab- 
bath day while the Secesh was 
awav to church.” 

Some of the men went 
foraging for corn and made 
hominy. Communication lines 
had been cut and the men 
had no supplies to supplement 
their half rations so thev had 
to live off the land. They 
ground rve, coffee and corn 
on the plantation mills, They 
received no letters or news- 
papers, had used their last 
and 


Paper and envelopes, 


Christmas Eve was 


| neglected and 


there was none to buy. So 
ended the year of 1862. 
egan with marching 


t locations on the 
"The weather went 


| from rain to sleet to snow, 


so heavy it broke the tent 
poles. It was so cold much 
time was devoted to carrying 
wood for the fires. 

By the time Cpl. Winters 
arrived at Memphis he was 
blue. “Military discipline is 
officers and 
soldiers are given up to dis- 
sipation. Sentinels stand neg- 
ligently on their posts and let 
the soldiers pass to and from 
the grog shops and someone 
is killed most every day in 
their drunken riots while 
others are rendered unfit for 
duty." It took a dress parade 
to pate things in a more 
militay orm and Cpl. Wint- 


ers' m improved. On his 
| Mst av Feb. 13. 1863 
his à ine was half over. 


Feb. 20 the men went 300 
miles down river to Lake 
Providence, La. in 12 steama 
ers. He met up with his 
nephew Wm. Dodds. Co. Cr 
24th Ind. The months rolled: 
by with repairing the Rich- 
mond Road near Vickb 
the battle, hospital work, th n 
several skirmishes and forced” 
marches near Vicksburg. 

From Feb. 3 to Mar. 1, 1864 
Cpl. 
clothes. He tra veled. 1 
to Cairo, by” rim Ca 
Butler, 6 miles from Spri 


field, Ill. and visited frie 
and "relatives, then back 
Cairo. ^ 1 


April, 1864 came marchi 
orders and a boat to Paduc 
then south on Tennessee Ri 
and kept marching south u 
June he was in Georgia in: 


the Kennesaw Mountain. 
On June 27th “I lay سم‎ 1 


ground, resting my head on 


my ri hand with my elbow 
"at t ot of a large tree. 
Alex’ erson was in the 


same position only resting on 
his left elbow facing : Ms et 

a small piece of shell or aiit 
passed through my right 
shoulder and grazed him on. 
the under side of his le 


arm... carried to rear . . 
wound very painful... field 
hospital . . . then ambulance 


to Division Hospital A 


Winters did not change | 
t 


has 


wounded were sent to Altona 
on the railroad. One night 18 
wounded men stayed in a 
dirty railroad boxcar that had 1 
been used for mules while 
the train was switched off 
on a siding. 

While Cpl. Winters was in 
the hospital, the 30th Ill. took . 
part in the Battle of Atlanta 
where they lost their colonel 
and 110 men taken prisoner. 
Both flags were taken. About 
60 killed or wounded. Late in 
August, 1864. he was recom- 
mended for furlough by the 
division surgeon and left 
Rome by train via Chat- 
tanooga, Louisville, New Al- 
bany, Mitchell, Vincennes and 
Palestine (where he visited 
his sister) before taking a 
hack to his home. 

On Nov. 13. 1864 he went 
to Salem, Ind. to attend a 
wedding and stopped off at 
Terre Haute on the 14th. “Old 
Abe's election was being 
celebrated." Bonfires were. 
"built, rockets were shot in the 
ir. amidst the ringing of the 

115 and the roar of a can- 

n. A large assemblage was 

dressed by Dick Thompson 
“and others at the Wigwam. 

a The news of the end of the 


KIT later Lincoln’s as- 
١ on were received 


| ب‎ le Cpl. Winters was in the 


TM at Quincy, Ill. On 
h he received orders 
نون‎ his regiment at 
Lou sville, and delivered the 
squad in his charge to con- 
valescent camp at Jefferson- 
ville. He was mustered out of 
service on July 18, 1865. . 

On July 27th most all en- 
listed men of the 30th ۰ 
were naid off and ۰ 
but Winters had to go to the 
pavmaster’s office at Spring- 
field to ar up miscalenla- 
tions abnut his money. This 
caused Cpl. Winters to have 
the distinction of being the 
last man rie 30th Regt. 
Hai Volunteer Infantry to 

paid off and discharged. 
vase men train to Terre 

ute. spent the evening with 

raper and his familv 

ew home, and took 

^to Hutsonville and 

Ber nearly four years 
avel and soldiering. 


ivisi ital گا‎ 7 2 six feet 
on cot with husk mattress and | above sea level can see about 


| good care. In July some 200 


three and a quarter miles. 
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"IVIDENTLY the family of,story of a Southern girl whom he 
S| young George Dausman of | had s ki ا‎ (ec? 
i “—old, had lived in the North some 
Elkhart county, some Of two years. Her sister, younger than 
whose letters, in the pos-|she, told me that she went to achool 
session of Miss Ina Dausman of this CN Mich., and had been in 
have appeared in this column, | Elkhart and Goshen a great many 
p a Ee eem about the price (times. She said that she had a 
asked him freq y P brother in the rebel army, but would 
of food, and probably why he bought مد ا‎ own him as a brother. I asked 
food when the government was sup-|her if I should kill him in case an 
posed to furnish it to the soldiers, opportunity offered. It was a hard 


3 5 ti 
for he discusses the question fre- did p deno ue cay for Aa 


quently. In a letter of 1862, the first | time: but at last she seid that I 
part óf which is lost, he writes as|should do as I thought best; that if 
follows : "x I thought I could aid the Union by 

it I should shoot him. She then‏ 0 وړ 

"I will give you some idea of what|turned and walked away, but T 
we must pay for good things to eat. |plainly saw the tears start from her 
A man who lives on government|eyes and roll down her cheeks. No 
grub for a while will pay any price | wonder that tears did bedew her fair 
for something a little more palatable. | cheeks. Imagine, if you can, your 
First, I will tell you how we buyjown brother in the same condition— 
without money. Our captain gives lin the rebel army bearing arms 
us an order, if we want it, or the!against his native land. And not 
sutler, and the sutler draws the ı that only. Here is a whole regiment 
money out of our next pay. I have lof men right at her door who are 
taken up about four dollars and |sworn to take her brother, her only 
earned about forty-five. The follow- | brother, dead or alive. and she hold- 
ing are some of the prices we pay: |ing friendly conversation with one of 

+e + them. I have not seen her since and 

“Cakes, three for 5 cents; ginger- | never expect to, unless it should be 
snaps, eight for 5 cents; common accidental. Her mother invited me 
soda or butter crackers, ten for 5|into the house, but I could not leave 
cents; cheese, 25 cents a pound;;my post. So that matter ended. 
dried beef, 30 cents a pound; can of 
oysters, lobsters or tomatoes, 75 
cents; strawberries or peaches, $1; 
bottled pepper sauce, 75 cents; ap- 
ples, three for 5 cents; b-logna, 35 
cents per pound. 

“You may think you would do 
| without these luxuries rather than 
pay such exorbitant prices. But put 
yourself in our place and you'd 
change your mind in less than three 
months. I do not expect to come out 
of the war any better off than when 
I went into it, although I may save 
a little money. We can buy of the 
citizens cheaper than we can of the 
sutlers.'” 


+ ېر + 


“You want to know how I like it in 
camp. There are a great many boys 
who in writing home do not tell the 
truth. Some say they like it and 
some say they do not like it, but 
there are very few who tell the 
whole truth about it. But you can 
rest assured now that I will tell you 
the.truth. There is just one thing 
lacking, and that is in our officers. 


work would suit me to a letter. All 
that is "wanting in our officers is 
competency. They never were drilled 
and consequently.can not drill us. 


+ + + 
Another paragraph in this letter 
describes the duties of the guards. 
“They are not allowed to let any- 
body cross their beat; that is, cross 
between them. One relief stands for 
two hours; then the next takes his 
place and so with the next. They 
are numbered first, second and third. 
If a guard allows a man to pass. 
except he be an officer or have a 
written pass, he is punished for it, 
and if he is found sleeping at his 
post the punishment is death.” 
+. + + 
| The next letter is also a fragment, 
| which begins in the midst of the 


"Yes, I would like to see my 
friends, all of them, but I do not ex- 
pect to see them until the war is 
ended. All the old soldiers in my 
regiment say that it is the best thing 
in the world for me that I am not 
permitted to go home at this time. 
They say that I will get over this 
notion if I do not give up to it; but 
if I should go home now, in the 
course. of two or three months I 
would want to go home again worse 
than I do now. One thing is cer- 


badly now as I did two weeks ago. 
If I could hear from home oftener 
I would be all right.” 


— 1 5 5 e ۹٩۹٩۹٩۰۰۰ 
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If we had had good officers this $ 


tain, I do not want to go home as | 
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HE homesickness of the 

2 | Civil War soldiers is dwelt 

I upon by 20-year-old George 

Dausman of Elkhart county‏ ان 

in his next letter home, written from 
Scottsville, Ky., which he says is a 
village about twenty-three miles 
from Bowling Green and off the rail- 
road, so mail is infrequent. They 


may take up winter quarters there, 
he says, but he thinks not. He him- 
self prefers something to do. 

+ + + 


“Not that I want to get into a 
fight, he savs, or am the least anx- 
ious to pitch into a battle, but be- 
cause there is something exciting 

| about it. The boys have had noth- 
ing to do but lie around and think 
of home, and the consequence is 
they are troubled with that disease 
called homesickness. It takes all the 
swearing my conscience will allow 
me to do to keep some of them in 
the right kind of spirits. You can 
hear nothing but home, home, home. 
All the melancholy songs and hymns 
that ever were sung could be heard 
here. Such songs as ‘The Star-Span- 
gled Banner,’ ‘Red, White and Blue’ 
and all those lively and patriotic 
songs are decently laid aside. 

+ + ې 

"Home تا‎ more convenient and 
more comfortable than camp, but 
for all that I have enjoyed myself 
about as well as anybody can. I have 
made up my mind that I would keep 
up my spirits and -hold my head 
high, let it cost what it may. The 
evil is in this: "Two-thirds of the 
boys went into this business with the 
intention of having & big time. They 
did not contemplate the hardships 
and difficulties of a soldier's career 
and now when they find the matter 
altogether different, it makes their 
lot & hard one. 1 

+ ېه + 

“Others went in with the intention 
of making money—probably a for- 
tune—but if they come out the same 
as they went in they will be satis- 
fied. 

“A hundred dollars bounty and 
thirteen dollars per month sounded 
pretty big in some men's ears, but 
when they got down here and 
wanted something good to eat, or at 
least something & little more palata- 
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ble than government grub. they had 
to pay one dollar for & can of 
strawberries or peaches; seventy- 
five cents for tomatoes, or a bottle 
of pepper sauce or pickles: twenty- 
five cents for a pound of cheese or 
dried beef. Cakes that sell in In- 
diana for 2 penny apiece sell fer 
two cents here. Smal! apples, about 
the size of walnuts, sell for a penny 
apiece. You may think you would do 
without such things rather than pay 
these exorbitant prices, but let me 
tell you, you do not know what you 
would do. 
سے په‎ + 
“I would like to have some postage. 
stamps. I have not one and no 
money to buy any. I wrote to grand- 
mother yesterday but do not want 
to send it without paying postage. 
I never knew what it was to be hard 
up until I ran out of money. I ex- 
pect to get some money in a few 
days, but the mail is so irregular 
that if I get it at all I may not get 
it for several weeks. If we should 
leave here before it arrives, I may 
not get it at all. 
+ يې ېي‎ 
“Huntington county pays a bounty 
on each volunteer from that county 
and I have sent my certificate to 
George Snyder and told him to draw 
the amount for me. I would like to 
know if vou have heard anything of 
that money I sent you. Collins told 
me that he would have it attended to 
immediately, but he is so careless 
that I do not care to trust him much. 
He is not with us but is In town in 
charge of the Provost Guards. 
++ + . 
“The weather is very pleasant here 
now. It reminds me of October in 
Indiana. I think our next march 
will be to Chattanooga, Tenn., and 
when we get there we. will have 
something to stop us; something in 
the shape of one hundred thousand 
Rebels. 
+ ++ 
“Some of our Generals offer to bet 
that this war will be closed in the 
next four months. But they do not 
feed many on such food as that. We 
have heard them talk before. We 
heard them say the same thing a 
few months ago. How in the namé 
of nature can they tell how long the 
Rebels will fight? 7 
“I am well with the exception of R. 
cold.” 2 


4 
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"HE next letter of young 
George Dausman of Elkhart 
county, written from Bow- 
LJ ling Green, Ky., on Nov. 8, 
2, discloses the fact that he and 
e of his companions were already 
d of the war. He does not feel 
ting, عط‎ says. ‘‘I have been 
miser: bly sick ever since I have been 


place. Neither have I the 
do much writing. Edward 


mess and it takes considerable of our 
spare time. The boys pay us 50 cents 
& month for cooking and we cook for 
nineteen of them, making our pay 
|$9.50 a month. We have not washed 
| our morning dishes yet, but the boys 
|have gone for water to wash them 
with. 

۱ ++ + 

“This is a very fine morning. The 
sun is out in all his splendor and is 
beginning to warm a sharp, frosty 


We started 
rom Frankfort on the morning of 
٢ ۳ of October. The snow was 
then about three inches deep and 
ا ا‎ on the road created a slime 
and lush so slippery that it made 
Marching very hard work. We ar- 
rived here about two hours after 
dark on the fourth inst., making our 
march of ten days’ duration and the 
distance covered about 130 miles." 
3 Pen. 
Every family album in those days 
contained & picture of the soldier of 
the family in full uniform. "The next 
paragraph speaks of his photograph. 
1 ۱ + + ې‎ 
“Amanda said that you say you 
{saw my picture at Uncle's; she did 
not say which uncle, but said that 
Chat said I gave it te her. I had 
three pictures taken, sent one to 
mother, gave one to Aunt Mary and 
one to Chat. I would have had more 
taken and distributed among my 
ids, but I wanted to wait till I 
received my uniform and that is 
where I fooled my time away, for I 
have never had a chance to get pic- 
tures taken since. 


te a sensible letter. 


pla. سے‎ A uo. ow T a اه شاك‎ 


| 


"I think we will stay here till we 
get some new clothes and probably 
Some more pay. We will probably 
|get our clothes today, as we received 
our shoes yesterday. We will not 
Stay here very long. We will prob- 
ably go to Nashville in a few days. 
We came through the battle grounds 
of Murfreesville on our march to this 
place. There have been two battles 
fought within the last year on this 
game ground. The trees were scarred, 
some of them literally deadened, and 


"met * 
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the underbrush cut to the ground by 
the balls. We came by near Perry- 
ville and some of the boys went to 
see the battle ground there, but I 
heard enough of its horrors without 
going to see them. There were wag- 
onloads of arms and legs lying 
around over the ground and hundreds 
of men not more than half buried. 
Their hands, feet and some of their 
faces were uncovered. You, at home, 
can not imagine the evils of war, 
much less its horrors. The country 
is almost deserted. Farms are turned 
upside down by having the fences 
burned, orchards destroyed, and in & 
great many instances buildings torn ` 
down and the inhabitants abused and ` 
insulted if they protested against 
such proceeding. The rebel army 
that has been through here has thor- 
oughly scared the country. 
toe + 

“Marching is the tug of a soldier's 
career, You can not know how we 
look after a aay's march. Picture in 
your imagination a column of dust- | 
Colored, lame, footsore and weary 
men marching by, carrying & load of 
fiftv or sixty pounds and you can 
probably form some idea of what we 
look like. But our feelings are be- 
yond comprehension. 


d‏ — اوو سو ]—— — — سے مسا — 9 — ہوےھ۔ے و مس هو 


= + + 

“T have heard but one really 
friendly voice since I have been in 
Kentucky and that was at Bowling 
Green. A lady was standing at the 
gate leading to the house, watching 
us miserable looking soldiers pass 
by. When I passed her I looked up, 
and probably rather pitiably. and she 


said, ‘Boys, how far have you 
marched today?’ I told her about 
fifteen or sixteen miles. ‘Oh, poor 


boys! I know vou must be tired,’ 
she said in a .oice that told plainly 
she meant what she said. 

+ > + 

“There are a great many of the | 
boys getting tired of the war. I have 
not allowed myself to get down- 
hearted or homesick, but -carry 8 
high head and keep up a good spirit. 
I have seen a few things that try a 
soldier. One is this: we do not re- 
ceive the rations that the law pro- 
vides for us. Why it is I do not 
know. We do not know if it be 
through the negligence of the com- 
missary department or if it be a 
swindling scheme. I rather think it 
is the latter, but let it be what it 
will, we will dry it up one of these 
days, or have a fuss about it. Sol- 
diers are not to be fooled with all 
the time.” 

After some messages to the family 
and friends, he adds: “If Lydia 
Shively is the same old girl she was 
Jast sammer, I would give one 
month’s pay to see her; and I sup- 
pose she would give the same 
amount not to see me.” 
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CE" HE next letter written from 
Zs | a Civil War camp by young 
George Dausman of Elk- 

| hart county, Indiana, pic- 


|tures some of the soldier’s griev- 


ances. The letter is dated ''Camp, 


near Scottsville, Ky., November 16, 
1862.” 
+ به‎ + 
“Dear Sister: I have not the op- 
portunity of spending Sunday as you 


can. I have an occasional mental 
vision of a Sunday at home. I often 
think how much more pleasant it 
was when surrounded by friends and 
relatives than it is here amidst the 
glitter of arms and the bristling of 
bayonets. If you were here and 
could see us all drawn out in line, 
the sun glittering on every arm and 
the imen dressed in the finest war- 
like apparel, you would think it a 
gay sight and a gay life. Well, it 
is & little on that order and I do 
not doubt but every soldier's heart 
swells with a momentary pride as 
he views the long line of which he 
is a part. Men form an attachment 
for each other by a long and con- 
stant association. They form a 
natural desire for the welfare and 
comfort of each other. Then think 
how we feel when we see our com- 
rades one oy one left at the hospi- 
tals. Imagine our feelings when in 
our quarters we see one lying sick 
here and another there, But you can 
not imagine our feelings when our 
doctors carelessly use and abuse 
them, Then comes the tug of war, 
then comes the time when the inner 
,man swears ‘by the eternal I will 
| be avenged.’ 
{ + + + 
| "There is no other class of men in 
¡the army who have it so completely 
¡in their power to abuse and misuse 
the soldier as the doctors have. I 
have known them to report men for 
duty who could scarcely hold up 
their heads, and 1 have known them 
to report men ‘not fit for duty’ who 
were perfectly well, I have seen 
them refuse men passes while on 
march who really could march no 
further and I have seen them grant 
passes to men without asking a ques- 
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tion. You may ask ‘What is their 
object in doing so?’ Remember that 
all men have favorites and just such 
men as hold authority in the army 
are nine times out of ten respecters 
of persons, The common soldier is a 
ool, for the captain and lieutenants, 
and the captain and HNeutenants are 
fools for the staff officers. 
> + + + 
"I am almost lost. I can not write 
so that you can read or compose so 
that you can comprehend. I fre- 
quently get the cart before the horse 
and make one letter while thinking 
of another. I have no good paper, 
no good ink, no good pen, and no 
desk but my knees. It reminds me 
of the boy who said ‘There is no 
bread, no taters and no flour in our 
house.’ s 
+ + + 
"I do not know whether any of, 
the boys are really homesick or not 
but I do know that some of them) 
are considerably affected; they sit 
around and mope without saying 
anything to anybody. 
+++ - 
"I was out with the foraging 
teams this forenoon as a guard and 
had the first good dinner that I have 
enjoyed for a long time. It really. 
was a good dinner—boiled beef and 
pork, cabbage, baked sweet pota- 
tees, corn bread and plenty of sea- 
soning, such as pepper, salt, vine- | 
gar, mustard and a lot of other stuff. ` 
The Southerners live pretty well, es- 
pecially those who are wealthy. 
+ + + | 
“The things that are produced 
here may be had in abundance, but 
groceries are very scarce, in fact 
there are none here except what 
have been sent especially for the use ` 
of the soldiers. We can trade coffee 
| for poultry, apples, pears, flour, 
cornmeal, milk and butter and to a 
very good advantage. We manage 
to save quite a little coffee 6 
carry on considerable trade. AM the | 
inhabitants of this part of Tennes- 
see are rebels. However, they seem | 


as friendly, sociable and liberal as | 


the people of the North and they are 
much more so than the people o; 
Kentucky. 


. “Paper is scarce, light is dim, a 1 


it is getting late, so I will close." - 
کس‎ > ENT ١ Tun لوصح‎ 
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“JHE next letter written 6 
by George Dausman of Elk- but they have to keep themseives 
1 SI h tV ig dated Cas. | Scarce just now. I do not know what 
رن‎ art county is dated Cas- tne objectis in bringing us here. 
LØ tiian Springs, Tenn., Dec. | There are not very many troops 
e 1862. "This place, he explains, is E A lan e RK sight. 
eight miles from Gallatin, Tenn, 0 Mn. od 
where they marched from Scottsville. would think there is an awful loi of 


: them. Our brigade is here; also the 
1 توف یس‎ 74th and 10th Indiana and the 4th 
"There is no town here, nothing | Kentucky regiments. I saw a lot of 
but a post office," he explains, “The Kë Ekart boys T the E erer 
place derives its name from the med- | AY. “hey were Simeon Cu ar, Ja- 
3 springs located here. We are cob Airgood, Eli Coy, Franklin Lead- 
a 
tr 


mped right in the 39 with | er and six or seven others that I 

es all around us. Wood is easly k 
found, but it is not so convenient 
for us to get water, it being half a 
mile distant. I do not know how 


“You thought I might get a fur- 
lough and come home if I was not 


1 y 
E > sa | Well. But there is no chance of gct- 
long we will stay here, but think we ting a furlough, and if there were I 


ed it Tere are | would not want any at present. E‏ ھا 
gade consists of the 98th Illinois, 72nd | hb 22 D "s T ha: Dia o e‏ 
and 75th Indiana, the 13th Indiana l health was never better than at pres-‏ 
aw horde w po‏ تع battery, the 11th Kentucky cavalry, LR‏ 
the 40th Indiana and 4th Kentucky. Ve grill yet and it takes a good por‏ 
I have no idea what the object is in | tion of 4 E It ^ a Ae vr?‏ 
Ney e aE 7‏ ولا تر bringing us here. The remainder of‏ 
our division was left at Gallatin. We eee pus drilling for twe rea- ۲‏ 
z 1 S‏ 
are now in the land of the rebellion. | going it i Bar dica inen of‏ 
Rebels are pretty close all around us Te ea bE know how long we will‏ 
ang it is necessary for ki to keen alstay here, but do not think that it‏ 
fore een doing. They drove in our | Til be very long. I do not think we‏ 
pickets night before last at & smali ab. go Bu inter 0 2 SES‏ 
Der We as grant‏ سر موی town about eight miles northeast‏ 
fro: hi d Hartsville. M A 1‏ 
The next letter is written from the‏ د 5 tea Ed esc.‏ 
A A same place. “The mornings are‏ 
a: quite frosty,” he says, “but the days‏ 
“Enclosed you will find a few 3 3‏ 
warm and pleasant. There has‏ بپ م Een. TI got them out. of‏ 
th been but little rain and no snow at‏ 1 
s ARM E. r^ EN ae poya all except what fell while we were‏ 
Kentucky. Times seem very dull.‏ طز ا“ 1 4 e‏ ۱ 
CC, Ew pumpkin | There is no excitement of any ping‏ ہیں co‏ 
Sach whatever and we are back here al-‏ 1 3 
the sparen cas, the ‘sweet PUT; [most out of the world, where we do‏ 
S r‏ 
E‏ شا to the core that the core was but Eure AER ro d‏ 
small hole in the middle and con-|er I can tell you just where we are‏ 
B ki the me ou‏ 
ne SA‏ 19 ہے تو ہے رہ will also find a few cotton seeds gan Rus‏ 
Which I send you merely as a CHIT Louisville & Nashville rei'road. We‏ 
Er but you may 2272 em Niare at a place called Castillion‏ 
Igepring If you wish. Springs, which consists of only three‏ 1 


۴ ١ سے ہے‎ llog houses and a post office. The 
The next letter is from the same place derives it name from the med- 
camp a few days ۰ lica] springs that are considered 


“We have got out of the state of | something grand by the ignorant 
Kentucky and farther into the land | Tennessecans. But, as 1 was going 
of Dixie. There is not much differ- |to say, we are just eight miles north- 
enece between this part of this state [east of Gallatin, Tenn.” 
and the southern part of Kentucky. The last part of this letter is lost, 
There is a considerable difference be- ¡and the next is dated Jan. 16, 1865, 
tween the inhabitants. In Kentucky |at a camp near Murfreesborough, 
the men are at home. Here two- | Tenn. 
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HE shadows are beginning 
to fall over young George 
| Dausman of Elkhart county 
as January, 1863, drags on 
to a close. Il, lonely, worrying be- 
cause he fails to hear from home as 


often as he should, he pays the fol- 
lowing tribute to his mother. He is 
Mur[reesbor- 


ough. 
+ + + 

"Dear Mother: I used to get let- 
fers from you, but it has been so 
long since I received the last one 
that I have made up my mind that 
yeu do not write any more. You can 
not imagine what a gratification it 
is to me to get and read your let- 
ters, consequently you can not ap- 
preciate the disappointment and 
lonesomeness I feel since I do not 
get any more. I would rather get a 
letter written by your own hand 
than from any other friend I have. 
Of course I like and it is & joy to 
me to get letters from any of my 
friends, but put them all together, 
Sisters, brothers, uncles, aunts and 
all, they do not amount to mother. 
A good cheering letter written by a 
mother's hand, casts a smile of 
gratitude on the face of the rough- 
est soldier in the army. Hlethea, it 
appears, has made up her mind not 
to write any more. Tf it were not 
for Amanda, T would nol get any 
news at all from home, 

+ + 

"T do not feel like Wong today. 
However, I thuught I would scribble 
off a few lines to yuu, as nearly all 
the boys have gone out to guard a 
forage train and it affords a better 
Opportunity to write than when they 
are all here. I have not been well 
for about two weeks. When I wrote 
Amanda last, 1 was getting better, 
but I soon got worse again. 1 have 
not been so bad that I could not wait 
on myself at any time, But a man 
can not be at a much worse place 
than in a crowded tent when he is 
not well, When I am well I am as 
noisy and lively as anybody. The boys 
are good to me, of course. They make 
my bed for me very frequently when 
I could make it myself, and yester- 
day one of them went out and 
caught me a quail and got some flour 
and mixed me up as good a dish as 
I have eaten for a long time; and it 


was the only thing that 1 have 
eaten for severa] days, 
deo A 


"T am entirely out of money and it 
goes pretty tough to go on govern- 
ment grub when a man is not exact- 


ly well I could buy bread, chickens, 
canned fruit, etc., if I had the money 
to do it with. I have asked for 


money several times. but T was weil 
then and did not care much whether 
they sent it to me or not. 6 
Snyder owes me for a ten dollar 
county order and Sam Paimer gave 
me a note for “nine dollars dë 171 
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have not collected. If I had some of 
it it would come handy. There is 
considerable talk of our being. paid 
pretty soon, but it is only talk yet | 
and may be that is all it will be for 
some tune. 
+++ 

“If I could go about I would finda | 
great many old acquaintances here, 
as nearly all the regiments from Elk- 
hart county are encamped about 
here, As it is, I have seen but one 
man since I have been here from 
Elkhart county whom I knew, and 
that was John Thomas in the 30th 
regiment. Noah and John 8, be- 
longing to the regiment, deserted and | 
are now in the military prison, In ` 
the first place, John went home on 8 
sick furlough and shortly afterwards | 
Noah was sent home with a lot of. 
wounded soldiers and he soon took | 
sick after he got home. Then when 
we were at Indianapolis. I saw both 
of them just on their way back to 
their regiment. They went as far n5 
Bowling Green and then forged a 
parole ànd said that they had been 
captured by the rebels; and for this 
offense a court-martial sentenced 
them to serve out the rest of their 
time at three dollars a month and 
started them for their regiment 
again. But the boys instead of goin 
to their regiment deserted, were. 
caught, and will probably have : 
serve ten or twelve years, or evi 
lifetime, disgraced, in a mili 
prison, i 


3 کی ې ې 
“The weather has been rathe cold‏ 
and disagreeable for the last few‏ 
days. It does not get as cold here‏ 
as it does in Indiana, but what little‏ 
cold we have is very disagreeable‏ 
snow and rain mixed together and‏ 
cloudy nearly all the time. "This is‏ 
the first dav the sun has shone all‏ 
day for a month or more, v‏ 
"When you ras] to me, take your‏ 
time and write everything, 1f you‏ 
do not know what to write ahout T‏ 
can tell you of thousands of things.‏ 
Some of you have been writing to |‏ 
me for the last six months and I can‏ 
not form any kind of an idea of what |‏ 
sort of a place you live on, whether‏ 
it is barrens, prairle, thick-woods, |‏ 
swamp or lake. How you have it]‏ 
rented, if for one-half, one-third, or |‏ 
if you have to give all; if you pav‏ 
cash rent or bought the place. Neith-‏ 
er can I tel! how big it is or if there‏ 
is any road close to it, what kind of‏ 
a house, stable, hog pen, chicken‏ 
coop, or anything at all about it.‏ 
Some of you said that you had‏ 
butchered. You did not say how‏ 
many hogs you killed, if they were ,‏ 
fat or lean, and in fact you did not | |‏ 
say whether they were hogs at all.‏ 
You never said how your corn turned‏ 
out, or if you had to husk it out, If‏ 
I were at home, I could publish a‏ 
paper on just what you can not think‏ 
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of or what you do not want me to 
know." = ور‎ CR 
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tial law and no spirituous liquors 


9 | the middle of Januar 
23 SIDE ellallowed to be sold. I have not 


Zei 1863, George Dausman, the 


E: SI 1 seen one man under the influence of 
|| EIE young soldier from  Elk- |liquor since we left Indiana. There 
CH hart county, some of whose | are a great many good things here 


|letters have appeared in this col-| Which you do not have in Indiana, 
f 0 20 such as pears, peaches, grapes, etc. 
umn, was writing from a camp near we had ripe peaches as soon as we 
Murfreesborough, Tenn. His first | arrived from Indianapolis. Since we 
Metter is filled with the account of Fig de ipt b on picken ye just SI. 
M. P ۱ آلا‎ ec EF y fin em but we always for- 
moet marching to this place-—miser get to pay for them somehow or 
‘able marching it must have been, | other, 
the roads were so muddy. "I have sent you by express $50. ۱ 
٢٢ De I gave it to Collins; he sent it to 
¿“We are not in the danger I spoke Plymouth. 1t will be there before you 


lof in one of my former letters. We Et this letter. 
| were then at Bloodson creek; now : E 

we are Murfreesborough. 1 have re-| In the next letter he complain: of , 
quested that you save all my letters | the lack of paper. 

lat home. I suppose you have not for- “T received your letter about the 
gotten it. We left Bloodson creek! 20th of December, but I have not 


on the 16th. It rained nearly all day. had an opportunity to answer it 
until now. I received two other let- 


ters at the same time and have not 
written in reply to either of them. 
| There is no paper to be had here 
¡now and there has not been for six 
weeks or more. We have reached a 
point where sutlers do not like to risk 
any goods; consequently the materi- 
al for letter writing is rather scarce. 
If you want me to write to you, you 
must send me a sheet of paper and 
an envelope every time you write. 


+ 4 


| 


| We encamped for the night on the 
same ground that we camped on 
when on our way to Gallatin from 
Scottsville. On the 27th it rained all 
day, making the roads miserable. 
We marched to Scottsville and en- 
‘camped for the night. On the 28th, 
e waded Barren river up to our 
knees, the rebels having burned the 
bridge. On the 27th, we went through 
to Giasson, and staid there the 30th; 
on the first of January we. went to 
Bear Wallow; and on the second to mob t 
Cave City, took the cars in the "Since I last wrote you we have Ss 
night and arrived at Nashville about | had some strange times. We left 
two o'clock on the third. There we!our encampment east of Gallatin on 
pitched our tents, left ten men, and ¡the 26th day of December and took 
the rest of us again took the cars. ¡our back track into Kentucky after 
We ran out in the direction of Mur- | Morgan. We racked around until 
|freesborough about twelve or fifteen | the second day of January when we 
miles and back again. On the fourth | took the cars at Cave City for this 
we were at Nashville, on the fifth | place. We arrived at Nashville on 
we started here, arrived on the sixth | the third and started for here on 
and have remained here since. the fifth. The fight was all over 
۱ + + ې‎ before we arrived. You have read 
“You wished you could send me a | the account of it before this time, 
lot of things. I will tell you what but if you have read it as if 
you may send me, and I wish you really was, you have done more than 
would do it. Tell father to attend ۱۱18 usually the case. Our force 
to it. I want several boxes of Hol-| gained the day, but all the glory 
loway's pills. If Miller is postmas-|that was won you can put in your , 
ter yet, you could probably get them | eye. The dead were buried when 
Let him and have him put them up. | we arrived except a few rebels and 
It has been raining for the last few | they were being buried. The work 
days until last night when it took | has been going on in earnest here. 
to snowing and it is a little dis- | There are very few houses left along 
agreeable today. the road. The town of Lavergne, 
۱ Se + GI 15 miles from here, is burned to | 
The first part of the next letter is | the ground: and all the way from 
lost; he mentions a battle in the; there to Murfreesborough, we saw 
last part. ‘‘There was a fight last | nothing but desolation—dead horses ۱ 
night about thirty miles from here| and the remains of burned wagons. 
and we were ordered out to help. | The trees, thickets and what few old 
We packed our knapsacks and lay | houses are left are completely torn 
on our guns but about morning the | to pieces by the shot of the contend- 
order was countermanded and then | ing armies, ۱ 
there was some tall swearing done. + + + 
MI do not believe there is a man in “We are now encamped about one 
the regiment who does not want to| mile in advance of Murfreesborough. | 
have a crack at old ‘Secesh.’ The rebels are fortified at Knoxville, 
1 + چ ې‎ 20 miles east of here. I suppose | 
"I wish I could go home for when j that Rosecrans will move on them j 
we get chicken here, we have to pay| before long as his whole army is | 
for it and whisky can not be had|here now. What will be the result 
at all, The town here i r mar- | time must show." 8901.1 
1 ٨ Tm .وس سی‎ 3 = 
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written | What in the name of nature makes 
S 9 کک ا ی‎ 1863, | you think so? I feel convinced that 
early in February, | The end aimed at by the authorities 
| young George Dausman of|at Washington is the abolition of 


Elkhart county writes from | Slavery. I do not feel like going into 


d the details of the matter now, but if 

Murfreesborough to a sinten end her |1 feel better at some future time I 

husband,. telling more of his illness, | will convince you that such is the 
which still continues. case. 

horn we “The weather is very disagreeable 


“I do not feel like writing today. | 3 Present ‘with KT ang snow.’ 
However gag Will) briefly) امع‎ äi gage days later he writes to his 
yours of the ninth of January, which | sister of his illness, “I still find my- 
was happily received last night. ٤| self able to write some but I shall 
have not been well for about three | make my letter very short as I have 
weeks, In fact, I have not been | not strength enough to sit upon a 
really well for three months or j knapsack and write a very long let- 
more, although I have not been so | ter. I do not really know what is 
that I could not keep up with the| the matter with me. My legs will 
regiment. But it we were compelled | 20t carry me two hundred yards 
to move on I could not go, My com-| from the tent and back again. My 
plaint is chronic diarrhoea and hav-| back will not allow me to sit in one 
ing had it so.long it begins to take| Position for five minutes and my 
me down. I have no strength at all in | arms refuse even to put on my 
my arms and legs, About a week ago | clothes or one hand to wash the 
I began to fear that I would lose the | Other. I am not sick and do not 
use of my limbs entirely. My right | feel badly except a little while in the 
| arm was perfectly paralyzed but has| morning. Sleeping on a pretty hard 
| recovered so that I can use it again | bed makes my bones ache a little 
enough to write some at least. I| and my appetite is very poor, 
have quit taking medicine. The doc- tb +t 
tor sends me a prescription every “Your letter of the first was re- 
day but as soon as I get it away it | ceived day before yesterday. I re- 
| goes into the fire. ceived the stamps you sent me and 

+ + «de am very thankful for them, You 
"I was glad to hear that you were | Said I should not pay postage on let- 


: ters I send home, but should keep 
all sound and well. You may think my postage to write to other people. 


it strange that 1 am just now an- | [ serye other people just as I do you. 
swering a letter of as early a date j If my letters are not interesting 
as January ninth, but Jet me tell,enough for my friends to. pay three 
you why it is so. "There is ه‎ little | eents apiece for them, I would not 
wily man around in these 'diggins"|put myself to the trouble to write 
called John Morgan (soldiers call|them. I traded the stamps the same 
him Uncle John) who cuts some|day I received them for a chicken 
mighty big pranks and capers in the | and a loaf of soft bread and got the 
way of burning bridges, tearing up| best dinner I have had for a long 
railroads and not infrequently cap-|time—chicken broth and bread. 
turing a lot of prisoners. Well, it so ENE 

happened that in the latter part of| “You said that if I needod any- 
the month of December, Uncle John, thing that you could send it and T 
took it into his head to tear up the | Should not hesitate to ask for it. I 
Louisville ع‎ Nashville railroad. Sojam almost ashamed to ask for so 
nt it he went and destroyed a con-|much, but if were well I would not 
siderable part of it. Before the road | want so much, I sent a letter home 
could be put into running order | some time ago, asking you to send 
again, our mail was sent by the|me a few boxes of Holloway's pills, 
river and very frequently boats were|and a little money, but T guess you 
from three to four and sometimes|never received the letter for it must 
Tive weeks coming around with our|bave been captured going up the 
letters. Hence the delay. We get|river to Louisville. There is money 
our mail regularly now, so keep on|coming to me at Huntington, but 
writing. for some reason or other, I can not 
get it. It is just as safe to send 
money as jt [s to send stamps, but 
if you send any, do not send much 
at a time. Write when you get this 
and I hope I will be more able to 
write a reply.” 


Lib + 


"You asked me what we are fight- 
ing for, if it is to free the negroes. 
Let me ask you, ‘Have you any idea 
that this war is being carried on for 
any other purpose? 1] you have, 
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HE last letter written by 
Î George Dausman of Elk- 
Same) hart county is dated Feb. 
کا‎ 18, 1863, and addressed to 
his mother and sister, acknowledging 
the receipt of the medicine he had 
asked for and the money. It is very 
brief and closes with the following 
paragraph: 


had better come home. There is no 
one thinking of any such thing as 
coming home unless a man is totally 
disabled; then he can get a dis- 


charge but to get a furlough is an! 


impossibility. I do not expect to see 
home until my time has expired. You 


need not hope for the war to close | 


very soon, for it is no nearer a close 
now by fighting than it was when it 
first broke out.” 


OSIER LISTENING POST , 
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/ m /5 


Sent for me, near midnight. I went 
and asked him what he wanted. His 
reply was this: 


| ‘* ‘Captain, you are an older man 


than I and I believe you will tell 
me the truth I sent for you to ask 
your advice what I had better do 
and what you think of my condi- 
tion.’ I, of course, did not say any- 
thing calculated to discourage him, 
neither could I encourage him very 


۱ ۱ HAE t É E 
“Mother, you said if I got sick I| much. After studying a few minute 


he said, 'I would like if you would 
write a letter to my father and let 
him know my condition. You know 
it as well as I can tell you,’ So 1 
went io my quarters and wrote a 
letter in the morning, but it was 
too late for that day's mail I put it 
in the office, expecting it to go the 
next day. But that evening, I dis- 
covered that he was failing fast and 
could not last through the night. And 
again near midnight, he sent for me 
and I went and asked him what he 


++ چ 
i wanted, but he was then flighty,‏ 
The next letter, dated March 5,| and knew not what he was saying,‏ 
is from Mrs. Dausman’s} and soon after breathed his last.‏ ,1863 


brother, J. W. Snider, of Antioch, 


| 
| 


| 


Ind., telling her that he had learned | e 32 7 : 
from a soldier's letter to some one in|, He Was buried in a rough Ens 
the town that her son was very In his uniform with his blanket 
sick. “Bent” (evidently a nickname) | around him. This may seem hard to 
“has lost the use of his arms and | you, but I assure you, madam, i! 


legs and is unable to move. Steve 
says that he thinks Bent can not live 
long. The disease is the result of 
sleeping on the damp ground. If I 
had the money I would go where he 
is and bring him home if he is still 
alive. It is about eight hundred 
miles to Murfreesborough. Bent is a 
boy that I always thought a great 
deal of and I respect him very much. 
If I only had the means to go my 
eyes should not close in sleep till I 
would be where he is. But as it is I 
can not go for the want of money.” 
+ + + 

A letter from his sister Amanda 
a few days later tells her sister of 
the young man’s death. ‘I received 
a letter from one of the boys. I be- 
lieve he said he was commander of 
Company H. He said that Bent took 
sick very suddenly and he took him 
to the hospita] and sat with him for 
company, and he said Bent sent for 
him and he went and when Bent saw 
him he called up to him and asked 
him if he thought he could live much 
longer, and he replied he thought 


not. Then Bent asked him if he | 


would write. He told him he would 
I wish you and Mary would come to 
see us, for mother is nearly crazy. 


body. I don't know how she will 
stand it.” 


was the best I could do under the 
circumstances. If I could have done 
better, I am sure I would haye, but 
I could not. He was buried near 
Murfreesborough on the Wood- 
berry pike where there are hun- 
dreds who have fallen by the 
enemy's ball in this bloody battle. 
1 had a headboard put up at his 
_grave with his name and the date 
of his death. 
a 

“Now, madam, I have given you 
all the particulars from beginning to 
end except I have not told you how 
I disposed of his effects. But you 
will learn that before this comes to 
hand as I sent your father a lettei 
informing him of all these things. 

“T shall close by saying to you that 
I mourn with you over the ‘oss 1 
| your brother, he being a nohle boy 
¡But I can only say to you, my 
strange miss, you are not alone; 
there is not a day but there are more 


news of their death sent nome. 


“You requested me to say if I live 
T live near 
Roanoke, some twelve miles above 
-i Huntington. 


j in Huntington. I do not. 


| "I now close by saying to you, 


: | madam, I wish you well and I hope 
She wants to send and get his dead| you may xw TRE loss wt: a و کے‎ 


respected brother with fortitude. 
Captain William McGinres. 


laid by his side and the sorrowful | 


+ +t 
The last letter in the collection is 
from Capt. William McGinnes 


"P. S. I found a miniature in his 
pocket and shall send it to vou the 
to | first chance. If you wish any other 


¡Miss Amanda Dausman, who had | information, let me «now, and if it 


| 


written him for particulars of her is in my power you shall have it.” 
brother's death and burial. | چه غه یا‎ 


"First he was taken with diarrhea h i 
and could not get it checked until ; of e de. مان‎ di Fre 


he became much reduced and nearly 
lost the use of his legs and arms 
Still he kept in good heart and 
seemed cheerful all the time, and at 


the time of his death—as having 
been not only handsome, but with 
the serious expression one would ex- 


shows this boy—only twenty-one at 


‘cine. But still 


night I detailed some of his mess to 


ect from the philosophy of life ex- 
stay with him and givd him his medi-| p و میں‎ 


n 1 i- | pressed in his letters. Conscientious, 

1 e kept sinking. Fi-|ambitious—and so early dead with 

nally the night before his death he!all his dreams unfulfilled. a 
_ 7 TE AT $ 1 


A di 


1 b E- a 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Community Affairs File 


A , lans (We) oo td h 


Letter Tells of Atlanta 


| | o TEMS 201972 
And Civil War Battle 23 
| Ca 


١ $ d 7 1 — | 
By DOROTHY J. CLARK 7ھ‎ Affairs. File 


Of the 48 regiments of infantry, the two regiments of cavalry, and the ten 
batteries of light artillery who participated in the siege of Atlanta, Georgia, from 
July 2151 to September 2nd. 1864, during the Civil War, two groups were recruited 
from Terre Haute. They were the 31st Regiment of Infantry under General Charles 
Cruft, and the 97th Regiment of Infantry under R, F. Catterson. ` — 4 


In one of those groups serving with General Sherman in his great campaign 
through Georgia and the Carolinas was Acting Orderly Sergeant John Finton. He 
mentions Prairieton and Terre Haute in one of his letters written to his daughter. 

Datelined August 24th, 1864. “In front of Atlanta,” it reads: “Dear Daughter: 
I take the present opportunity of addressing GN few lines to let you know that 
T am still alive and able to be about. I am pretty well used up with the rheumatism, 
but I intend to follow the regiment as long as I am able to walk. I want to be at 
the taking of Atlanta. We are in our fourth line of works, our lines are about two 
hundred yards apart. and our front line is within about 200 yards of the 


Wes a general thing, but in some places our lines are within 100 . of 
their works." سردم . رک‎ X 
Finton's letter continued: “We have built our last line of. Works ere, if we 


6 on the Rebs here any more we will have nto storm and carry their works, 
ind if we undertake to do that we will lose a great many men. They have very 
strong works, about as strong as they can be made. We have our works strong 
7 y X we can repulse the enemy if the do not come more than ten or twelve 
ines deep." ; 
"We have an unusual quiet 


here.in our front for- two days. 
The Rebs does not shoot nor 
our boys does E 

not. The Rebs ۳۲ 
have not fired ۲ 
a gun (cannon) 
for four days, 
but our artil- 
lerv keeps up a jij 
constant fire ۰ 
from our 32 | 
,pounders who 
3 in the city 
‘every five min- 
utes jo the gun. 
I cannot tell 
how many guns T 
are at work, but they keep up 
a constant fire. about one day 
in the week all the guns fire 
every five minutes which 
makes a terrible noise. There 
is one thing certain, there 
will have to be something 
done. We eannot lay in this 
way long." 


DOROTHY J. 
CLARK 


"The Rebs have succeeded 
in cutting the railroad leading 
from here to Chatanuga (sic), 
and the only road we can get 
our grub and mails over, but 
our men have repaired jt now. 
Trains are now running regu- 
larly bringing our mails and 
grub." 

“If you would take such 
things as you want to send to 
me by mail to Tera Haute. 
where tney know what 6 
law is on postage, you would 
have no trouble in send- 
ing anything that does not 
weigh more than four pounds 
and the price is sixteen cents 
per pound. Tne law passed 
last winter, and the. soldiers 
are getting packages every 
day. Sut the post master in 
Prairieton does noi know 
what is right. You have paid 


: 90: cents for two plugs of to 


bacco. That w ough to 
pay the postage on one pound 


Continued On Page 7, Col. 1. 
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near: 


now to write | chief command in the rese 1 hen AE noved onward to the | Courthouse to discuss the 
١ oying m 


terms of te Confederacy' s 
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Civil War Centennial Brings to 


Light Interesting 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 
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Just two years ago the stale legislature created a commission ^to plan and conduct the com- 
memoration of the Centennial of the Civil War in the State of Indiana. Whereas, a knowledge and 
appreciation of the history of our State and Nation is an asset to citizenship; and Whereas, The 
commemoration of the great events of history is a means of cultivating such knowledge and ap- 
preciation; and Whereas, The American Civil War during the years 1861-1865 preserved the integ- 
rity of the Nation, contributed to the abolition of slavery and perpetually cemented the bonds of the 
Union; and Whereas. Many thousands of Indiana citizens fought and died in the Civil War and the 
families of the soldiers and sailors, and the farming, industrial and political activities of the state | 


were wholly involved in the Civil 
War and thus contributed to the 
preservation of the Nation, the 
abolition of slavery and the ce- 
Bees ; menting of the 
bonds of the 
Union; and 
Whereas, It is 
fitting that the 
people of ۰ 
diana be re- 
minded of 


these efforts 
of their for- 
bears: There: 


5 : fore be it re- 
a solved by the 
Dorothy J. Clark هسو‎ As 
sembly of the State of Indiana: 
There is hereby created an Indi- 
ana Civil War Centennial Com- 
mission which shall plan and con- 
duct during the period 1961. 
1965 the commemoration of the 
Centennial of the Civil War." 
Burcham Letter. 


Although several meetings 
have been held in Vigo county, 
nothing much has been done as 
yet either in the way of planning 
or actual work done on projects. 
Interested citizens are becoming 
aware of the Centennial through 
the different news media and are 
calling or writing in about items 
of Civil War interest which have 
been preserved in their family 
archives. 

From time to lime, al regular 
intervals jo lhe coming wecks. J 
plan to use some of this very in- 
teresting aud historically valu- 
able material. Today's Civil War 
letter came from Mrs. S. E. Winn, 
of 3246 North Sixteenth street. 
The first letter is written by 
Smith G, Burcham, who was born 
in 1844, the son of Ruben Mc- 
Carty Burcham and his wife, 
Ruth Davis Burcham, and was 
addressed to his mother and sis- 
ter Arminta Jane. 

Dated "Sept. the 26th, 1862, 
Bowlingreen" I've copied it as 
it was written, mis-spellings and 
all. "I seat myself this morning 
for the purpose of informing you 
that I am in moderate health at 
present, although I am not stout 
yet, but I hope you are all well 
and enjoying good health. Our 
communication is cut off as I 
suppose you have heard, so that 
no mail can pass, and I have the 
chance of sending a few lines by 
private conveyence and 1 thought 
I had better do so. There is lots 
of rebbels hetween here and 
Louisville and Athens and the 


union troops have bin fighting 
off and on for some time. We 
¡have heard that our men have 
| whipped them but don't. know 
whether this is true or not. We 
| con only hope it is, We supposed 
| 6٨ you thought that we was iu 
the battle there and was uneasy 
about us and I thought I would 


[write a little being I had the 
ichance of sending it. It is about 
| thirty miles to where they are 
‘fighting . . . you need not be 
uneasy about us. O Mother and 
Mintra you do not know how bad 
1 want to hear from you... 
the way will be opened before 
long so that you can write to us 
and let us know how you are get- 
tiug along, but you need not 
write till we write to you again 
for we will not be apt to get 
it... So now I must quit writing 
for the present. (Signed) S. G. 
Bureham to his mother and 
sister.” 


Doan Letter, 


‘the second letter was written 
by Clarkson Doan, brother-in- 
law of Smith Burcham. who had 
married Aramintia Jane (her 
name was spelled differently in 
all the records). This letter was 
dated September 6th, 1862, and 
was also written from “Boling-| 
grecn." 


"Dear wile... I this beautiful 
morning set down to inform you 
that I am still well and harty and 
hope these few lines will find 
you in the blessing of life... I 
and James Comstock and Niels 
Perry are about one half mile 
from camp today on picket and 
we are having a good time of it 

. we are out in a field under 
a large post oak which makes a 
very nice shade for us and we 
ean see for 6 miles round for: 
we are on a hill. The wind blows 
very plesind to... we have had 
but one rain since we came here 
and that was but light. Smith is, 
still mending and will write in a. 
few days. This is Saturday . . . 
O my Dear how I would like to 
spend the Sabbath with you but 
it can't be so now but I am in! 
hopes it will not be long till 1 
can spend more than one Sab. 
bath with you. We are looking 
for the rebbels to pay us a visit 
every day and if they come we 
are prepared for them so 1 think 
they will have a good time of it. 

"Our boys are trying their: 
caunons today and they keep up 
a rite smart fuss well 


milk, 


Armintia it is all most noon and 
we have spoke for dinner of a 
good old union Man . . + the 
rebbels when they was here they 
burnt three houses in town for 
him and took all of his corn and 
hogs and killed three of his cows 
and they Look everything else 
that would be of eny use to them 
` ` I will quit now till after din- 
ner. 

“Well we have got back from 
dinner. These folks is all rite. 
Now I will tell you what we had 
for dinner—corn beef, sweet 
bacon, beens, potatoes, 
unions, pickels and every thing 
nice and I got a plug of tobacco 
as long as vour lage for twenty- 
five cents the cheapest I ever 
boul . our suttler charges 
as all the money we have got for 
one chew and then runs us lo the 
tent for our pocket book. I have 
not went (o him but once and 1 
think it will be the last time. 


Eager for News 
"Aramintia I want you to rite 


and tell me when you think of 


moving and how the corn looks 
and tobacco and cabbage and po- 
tatoes and how you are getting 
along with Poll and everything 
else and how you get along with 
my two babes and yourself and of 
mother and mother Doan. You 
can tell her that she has one son 
that never speaks his Maker's 
name in vain nor won't if he lives 
to be one hundred years old. 
No, Aramintia, my life is far 
from being like اذ‎ was when I 
lived in Indiana on the farm. 
Now, Armintia 1 want you to 
write and pretty soon too. [ 
want a letter from you twice a 
waking hour and oftenner if I 
can get it. Write to me and T 
will send vou stamps so you will 
have no excuse. When them 
gives out 1 will send more to 
you. So no more at this time but 
remain your loving husband until 
death. God Bless my littel family 
and take them in thy care. 
(Signed) Clarkson Doan” 


Clarkson Doan volunteered 
July 21st, 1862, for three years at 
Clayton, Indiana, end served as 
a private in Company C, "70th 
Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. 

Anyone wishing to add to the 
collection of copied Civil War 
letters, please contact the writer 
at 2032 North Eighth street. 
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